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MEMOIRS 


Of the celebrated 


Mrs. WOFFINGTON. 


H E few departed Geniules, whos ſelf. 

taught, have extorted the Applauſe of the 
admiring World, and who, from a mean and ab- 
ject Situation, have: by their ſuperior Abilities, 
exalted themſelves to one of Grandeur and Envy, 
ſeem to claim the Remembrance- of theit Survivors 
as a Debt ; and Gratitude whiſpers to us, that it 
would be :nhuman to ſuffer the Memories of ſuch 
to lie in Oblivion, at the ſame Time that we con- 
'lign their Clay to the Grave. 

Nax, a Conduct of this Kind is diametrically 
repugnant to the Intereſts of Society, which are 
entirely upheld by a Number of theſe gallant Spi- 
rits: And a faithful Dilineation of ſuch, wich the 


| Means exerted to reſcue them from their once in- 


e glorious 
My 
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glorious State, may be looked on as a Picture hung 
over our Heads, which we ourſelves ought to co- 
Py, if we would arrive at a ſimilar Situation. 
Yer, as in the moſt perfect of Mortals there are 
| Abundance of Vices, fo in the moſt beautiful Pic- 
tures there are Numbers of DefeRs. In both 
Caſes, the Beauties and the Virtues only we ought 
to copy; the Vices and Defects, by all Means, 
avoid, | | 
Ir was thought neceſſary to premiſe theſe few 
Things, becauſe, in writing the Life of Mrs, 
WorrincTon, a Woman whom theſe Particulars 
are very applicable to, we ſhould take Care, while 
we are wrapped in Surprize at her uncommon Ta- 
lents, not to let our Admiration carry us beyond 
the Bounds of Reaſon ; nor While we view her a- 
miable Virtues and blooming Beauties, forget that 
ſhe was——a Woman ; and conſequently not ex- 
empt from Errors. We ought too, to recollect, 


that a perfect CharaQer is, as an ingenious Writer 


ſays, a mere Monſter, or rather a Non- entity; and 
that the moſt reſpectable Perſonage cannot juſtify 
Wickedneſs ; nor even the Bed of a Monarch ſanc- 
tity Lewdneſs. | | 

W1rTH theſe Sentiments, and with bright-eyed 


Truth for our Guide, let us attend the infant Steps 


of our Heroine ; point out her Education and her 
Amuſements in her juvenile Days ; follow her to 
the Theatre, whereon at firſt diffident ſhe appear- 
ed, but afterwards ſhone with a Luſtre not to be 
eclipſed by the moſt eminent of her Cotempora- 
tries; throw new Lights on the obſcure Paſſages of 

her Lite ; deſcribe mo many and variegated A- 


mours; record many entertaining theatrical Anec- 
dotes ;——and, in a Word, relate whatever is curi- 
ous and intereſting of ſo remarkable a Perſon. 
Ovus Heroine was not derived from a long Train 
of illuſtrious Anceſtors, nor could ſhe boaſt an Al- 
liance with Titles, or Wealth. Her Father was a 
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poor Journeyman Bricklayer, that lived near 
George's Lane, in Dame-Street, Dublin, but being a 
ſober, honeſt, Pains-taking Man, and beging a 
perfect Affection for his Wife, and Love for his 
Children, was doubly diligent to procure them ſuch , 
Food and Raiment as was conſiſtent with their Situ- 
ation in Life. | 

His Wife was as good an Oeconomiſt as her 
ſcanty Finances would permit, and having an e- 
qual Affection for her Huſband, was equally ſoli- 
citous of their mutual Welfare, by taking a due Care 
of the dear Pledges of their connubial Love. Two 
Children only caimed their Care; a Boy of two 
Years old, and two Daughters about the ſame Age, 


having leſt this wicked World ſome Time before. 


But ſhort was the Duration of this conjugal 
Happineſs. A viclent Fever ſeizing the Huſband, 


gase no ſmall Griet to the Wife, whoſe All depen- 


ding on him, ſhe was more than ordinary ſolicitous 
to preſerve a Life of ſo much value. With Tears 
in her Eyes, ſhe begged her Huſband to permit her 
to entreat the Aid of a Phyſician, but he refuſed, 
Growing ſtill worſe, ſhe iterated her Requeſt, and 
enforced it by laying before him the unhappy Con- 
ſequences of his Retufal ; but he was ſtill obdurate, 
and would not, as he termed it, give a fingle Ray 

for a Doctors Advi.e——In a 1 Days, howe- 
ver, Joun Worx:NnGTON grew better; and his 


Wife was in Raptures. But willing to haſten his 


Recovery, in ſpight of all his Remonſtrances to the 
contrary, wag one day, the celebrated Dr. 

paſs by in his gilded Chariot, ſhe be- 
ſetched him to viſit her Huſband, He condeſcen- 
ded, and enquiring into ſome important Particulars, 
aſſured her, her Hutband would be well in a few 
Days; and ſure enough he was, for at the third Vi- 
fit the Doctor had diſpatched him. 


IT 
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Ir would be impoſſible to deſcribe the poor Wo- 
man's Grief at the Death of the Huſband whom ſhe 
loved. She beat her Breaſt, wrung her Hair, and 
lamented her unhappy Fate in the moſt moving 
Terms poſſible. Her Children were as yet too 
young to join with her in her Affliction, or to know 
the Extent of it. That Grief, therefore, which, 
if participated by them, would have fat N 
on each, being now wholly laid on her, was almoſt 
too great to bear. 

HE honeſt Pride which Joux had taken to 
keep himſelf and Family decently cloathed, and to 
live as well as his ſmall Income would allow, will 
make it pretty evident, he could not be worth 
much at his Death. To ſpeak the Truth, he was 
worth ſomething leſs than nothing. His IIIneſs 
had been long and violent ; and all the time it con- 
tinued, till his being releaſed from this tranſitory 
State, he was obliged to have Recourſe to the Faith 


of his Neighbours, in crediting kim with ſmall 


Sums to provide himſelf with Medicines, and his 
Family with the neceſſaries of Life. 

ArTER he was buried by the Pariſh, the diſcon- 
folate Widow, as much conſcious of her Duty, as 
if verſed in Seneca or Cicero for a due Know- 
ledge of domeſtic Concerns, fat kerſelf about con- 
fidering how to maintain herſelf and her two little 
Olive Branches. To live as comfortable as they 
did before, ſhe knew was impoſſible ; but as, ac- 
cording to the trite Proverb, half a Loaf is better 
the Reader knows the Reſt ;—lſo ſhe reſolved 
to take on her the Buſineſs of a Waſherwoman, 
being both by her Make and Conſtitution, excel- 
lently well fitted for that Buſineſs. | 

Hex Neighbours, acquainted with her Reſolu- 
tion, commended her for forming it, and enabled 
her to purſue it. They gave her their Linen to 
waſh, and recommended her to their Friends. Ms 

; theſe 


* . 


theſe Means, the poot Woman; with much Labour 
and good Management, gained a hard, but honeſt 
Livelihood. | 

PY WorrixnGToN was at her Father's Death 
no more than ten years of Age, and her Siſter . 
eight years younger than herſelf. Even at that 
tender Age, the diſcovered Beauties which ſurpri- 
zed and enchanted. An irreſiſtable Grace appear- 
ed in her minuteſt Adions, and over her whole 
Frame was diffuſed ſuch a pleaſing Je ne ſcais guois, 
as ſtruck the Spectators with Wonder and Delight. 
Her Eyes were as black as Jet, and while they 
beamed with eneffable Luſtre, at the ſame Time, 
revealed all the Sentiments of her Heart; and 
ſhewed that native good Senſe, tho improved by 
Education, reſided in their fair Poſſeſſor. Her Eye- 
Brows were full and arched, and had a peculiar 
Property of inſpiring Love, or ſtriking Terror; 
though their artleſs Owner knew not their Force, 
or intended them to terrify or charm her ſeveral 
Playfellows. Her Cheeks were vermilioned with 
Nature's beſt Rouge, which, like the Lilies and 
Roſes, blended in tweet Conjunction, were ſtriving 
for Preference, and outvied all the laboured Works 
of Art. Her Noſe was ſomewhat of the Aquiline, 
which gave her a look full of Majeſty and Dignity. 
Her Lips were of the Colour of Coral, and Soft- 
neſs of Down; and her Mouth diſplayed ſuch 
Beauties as would thaw the very Boſom of an An- 
chorite, and make Monarchs themſelves ftart from 
their Thrones to preſs ſo much Joy and Softneſs. 
Her Teeth were white and even, like Ebon Pi- 
laſters amidſt Rows of Coral. Her Breaſts, which 
juſt then began to pout, and declared the Woman, 
were raviſhingly delicate, and inexpreſſibly plea- 
ſing. Her Hair was of a bright auburn Colour, 
which, in -artleſs Ringlets flowing down the beſt- 


turned Neck in the World, enchanted the Heart 


belore / 
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before it could guard againſt its Fore e.—In ſhort, 
her whole Form was beauteous to Exceſs, and ſuch 
as could not be viewed without Emotion, nor with- 
out Defire. If then, ſuch was her Portrait at her 
then tender Age, what muſt it have been, when, 
matured by Time, the tender Plant ripened into the 
full Glow of expanded Beauty ? | 

SUcn was her external Form, and though her 
Mind might, with the utmoſt Propriety, be ſaid to 
reſemble a mere Tabula raſa, yet was it, at the 
fame time, of ſo naturally delicate a Texture, that 
it would retain the ſmalleſt Imprefſion made on it 
by the Hands of Wiſdom. It is true, that the Want 
of Education, which her Mother's Poverty pre- 
vented her from beſtowing, in a great Meaſure de- 
vary: thoſe Seeds of Genius which were fown in 

er; yet, as the Spirit of a SuAKESTEAR would, 
under the moſt mountaineus Oppreſſion, have 
breathed forth ſome of its inextinguiſhable Fires, 
ſo did the native Genius of PY WorrinGToN 
diſplay itſelf in her minuteſt Actions, and manifeſt 
a Brilliancy which all the ſtudieſt Efforts of labori- 
ous Induſtry might in vain attempt. 

She was, however, ſent to School, to learn to 
read of an old Woman in the Neighbourhood, 
and continued at it from the Age of Five 'till Ten, 
when ſhe was taken from it to aſſiſt her Mother in 
her Buſineſs, and domeſtic Concerns, She uſed 
ee to carry Home the Linen, which was 
given to her Mother to waſh, and by her decent, 
modeſt Carriage, ſo much attracted the Notice and 
Eſteem of her Mother's Employers, that ſhe was 
pointed out as an Example tor other Children to 
follow. 

IT was in this Employment that an Adventure 
Happened to her, that proved as an Hinge on 
which the Whole of her future Life depended ; 


and 
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and which, indeed, marked out her future Pro- 


eſs. 305 
Sar had been often ſeen by the well-known Ma- 
demoiſelle VioLaxTE in the mean Employment of 
fetching Water from the Lifey for her Mother's 
Uſe ; who being atthat Time Miſtreſs of a Booth, 
in Dame Street, and a Perſon of no ſmall Pene- 
tration, thought ſhe could read inPecGr's Fea- 
tures, a Mind worthy a better Employment. She 
determined to have ſome Diſcourſe with her; and 
if ſhe anſwered the ExpeQations ſhe had formed, 
to engage her in her Service as an Apprentice. 
Tuis Reſolution was no ſooner taken than exe- 
cuted. Pro returning from a Neighbour's 
Houſe, where ſhe had left ſome Linen, was ac- 
coſted in the Street by M. VIOLANTE's Maid, Who 
in formed her, her Miſtreſs wanted to ſpeak with 
her, She obeyed the Meſſage ; and being ſhewn 
in to that Lady, was aſked a great many Queſtions 
on various Subjects, to which the gave ſuch An- 
ſwers, as confirmed the Queriſt in the Opinion ſhe - 
had entertained of her, and determined her to ap- 
ly to Mrs. WorrinGTon for her Conſent to her 
aughter's being apprenticed to her. f 
Soon after, M. ViIoLAN TE ſent for the Mo- 
ther, and after ſome previous Diſcourſe, laid open 
her Propoſal to her. The good Woman was af- - 
tonithed at what ſhe heard; and itis difficult to ſay, 
whether her Surprize or Joy was the greateſt. She, 
however, made her Acknowledgments in the beſt 
Manner ſhe was able, for the Lady's Goodneſs, and - 
thankfully accepted the Propoſal.— In Concluſion, 
it was agreed, that the next Day PGO ſhould 
be aſſigned over to M. VioranTE's Care torefide 
with her, and be by her inſtructed in the Dramatic 
Buſineſs, to enable her to appear on the Stage with 
a becoming Grace, 
| 1 PEGGY. 
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Pc was rejoiced on her Mother's Return 
Home, to find that the was ſo ſpeedily to ſhift her 
Scene of Life. To ſpeak the Truth, ſhe was by 
no Means fatisfied with the low State wherein ſhe 
lived. She was not in the leaſt pleaſed with the 
hard Drudgery ſhe endured, nor the ſcanty and 
coarle Diet of her Mother's Table. She had be- 
ſides, formed extravagant Notions of the Happi- 
neſs ſhe ſhould taſte in living with ſo grand a Lady 
as M. VioLawTE ; and the Money ſhe was to re- 
ceive from her, as a Compenſation for her Servi- 
ces, gave her invincible Pleaſure. 

THe next Day being come, PG left her Mo- 
ther to enter into her new Scene of Life; and it is 
hard to ſay, whether the Mother or Daughter was 
the moſt pleaſed : The former in having a Burthen 
taken off her Hands, and with ſo 200d a Proſpect 
in View ; or the latter in enjoying, oy Anticipa- 
* the Joys and Pleaſures the Bou d daily be 
talting. 

n received our Heroine with open 
Arms, examined her more cloſely than ſhe had done 
before, and thought the had infinite Reaſon to be 
fatished with herſelf, for having engaged a young 
Creature, whom ſhe foreſaw would prove of va 
Service to her, and an Ornament to the Stage. 

SHE now ſet herſelf about giving her InſtruQtions 
how to deinean herſelf, bought her ſome rich 
Cloaths, engaged ſome of her Company to teach 
her to dance, and introduced her among her 
Friends, as a Perſon whom ſhe had a particular Va- 
lue for, and whom ſhe doubted not, would ſhortly 
juſtify the favourable Opinion ſhe had conceived 
of her Abjilities. | 

Ovk Heroine having made a mare rapid Progreſs 
in Improvement, than the moſt ſanguine Hopes of 
her Miſtreſs could preſage, it was reſolved, that 
ſhe ſhould no longer be with-held from the hy 92 

ut 


111 1 
but that the firſt Night of the Opening of the 
Booth, ſhe ſhould make her Appearance in one of 
the firſt- rate Characters. 

M. Violante was for a long Time doubtful 
what Character our Heroine ſhould firſt perſonate, 
She knew ſhe was equal to many; yet, as ſhe was 
. ſenſible that the firſt ſetting off, in a great Meaſure, 
influences the future Conduct, and the Reception 
the Public gives a young Actreſs on her firſt Ap- 
. either inſpires or intimidates her after 

haviour, / ſhe was determined ſhe ſhould appear 
in a Character to which her Youth and Abilities 
ſhould be peculiarly fuited, and which ſhould reflect 
new Lights on the Character, as, on the other 
Hand, the CharaQter ſhould repreſent her to the 
greateſt Advantage to the admiring Audience. 

Fox this Purpote, the Play ſhe pitched upon was 
the Beggar's Opera, and the Charachr our Hero- 
ine was to appear in, was Polly, Several Rehear- 
ſals were had, and it was confeſſed by all preſent, 
that never were there more promiſing Appearances 
of Succeſs in the Drama than thoſe which our He- 
roine exhibited. 

Ir may eaſily be conceived, that a young Crea- 
ture, not quite twelve Years of Age, without Edu- 
cation, without Practice, without Friends, ſhould 
be greatly diſmayed at the Thoughts of paſſing 
through the fiery Ordeal of a public Appearance. 
From the Time of M. VioLanTe's firſt Intimation 
of her being to act Polly, ſhe applied with the moſt 
aſſiduous Induſtry to get the Character by Heart; 
and being by Nature bleſſed with excellent reten- 
tive Faculties, ſhe ſoon ſurmounted it: But then 
ſhe was equally at a loſs to expreſs the different 
Paſhons of the Mind which are in that Character; 
and the Timidity, naturally attendant on Merit, 
which ſhe could not help feeling, gave her no ſmall 
Uneaſineſs, and repreſented the Light in which 
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L183 | 
ſhe ſhould be viewed y the diſguſted Audience 
and her enraged Patroneſs, in noagreeable a Man- 
ner. 

Ar length, howerer, the "dreaded Night arriv- 
ed, „big with the Fate of Peccy and her Act- 
« ing.” Her little Heart beat pit-a-pat all the live- 
long Py! and in the Afternoon her Cares aug- 
mented. | 


Houſe is full of Company ;—the Curtain is drawn, 
Trembling and pale, Pro- 


ov apg Stage, and is received with an 
univel Clap. She can ſcarce ſupport the Sight 
of (on eople, each of whom her Fear repre- 
ſents® gid Judge to cenſure and condemn the 
ſlighteſt tion from Nature, and the utmoſt 
Exertion ii Att. She ſpeaks, and the Houſe 
is in one Sued Roar of Applauſe. The Juſt- 


neſs of herWlocution, the Grace of her Action, 
and the fine Figure ſhe exhibited, extort Plaudits 
from even the moſt Injudicious and Ill-natured ; 
and the Intelligent that Moment mark her as a fu- 
ture fine Adress | Fes 

BuT if the Company were pleafed at the Marks 
of Genius conſpicious on her firſt Appearance, what 
were their Opinion, when freed from the Mana- 
cles of Fear, er natural Diſpoſition had Room to 
act, and ſhe appeared to be the very Character ſhe 
perſonated >—To ſay they were agreeably ſurpriz- 
ed, is ſaying too little: They were wrapped in A- 
maze, and confounded with Delight. 


AFTER the Play was finiſhed, the Manager re- 
ceived the Applauſe of many judicious Perfons in 
the Pit, for the Pains ſhe muſt have taken in training 
ſoyoung a Creature for the Stage, and who, they 
aſſured her, would ſhortly prove a finiſhed Actreſs. 
M. Viotanwe finding how greatly the Entertain- 

| ment 
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ment was reliſhed by her crouded Houſe, deter- 
mined the ſame Play for the ſucceeding Night. 
Tus next Night our Heroine charmed the Au- 
dience much more than the preceding one. That 
exceſſive Timidity, under which ſhe before labour- 


ed, was now in great Meafure diſhpated ; and her 
Miftreſs complimented her on her Judgment in Act- 


ing, as well on Account of the Benefits herſelf re- 
ceived by ſuch full Houſes as our young Actreſs 
brought, as becauſe her intrinſic Merit really ex- 
torted her Approbation. 03, 4 
Sucn Commendations and Praiſes could nat but 
be very acceptable to a young Mind; hutwſts 
of putting her up with Vanity and SeJt-conceit, 
which generally prevent any further Progeeſs, they 
ſerved as Incentives to ſpirit her to begyhat ſhe 


imagined their partial Opinions e ee 
her | | 


LeT us now leave our gallant Heroine toiling 
for PerfeQtion in the Dramatic Mines, and repre- 
ſent the frail Girl ſinking into the Arms of unbri- 
dled Luft, | 

Bon C-LL—$ was in the Year 1722, a Lad of 
ſome Spirit, born of poor Parents, but poſſeſſed of 
true Hibernian Aſſurance. He had often ſeen 
Proc, but not with Impunity. Her Charms 
ſubdued his Heart; and he longed, notlike the 
Lovers of Romances, to. throw himſelf at her 
Feet, but to preſs her to his Breaſt, claſp her yield- 
ing Waiſt, and ſhew the Vaſtneſs of his Love by the 
Ardor of his Kiſſes. Hg was a Neighbour's Son, 
and conſequently, Oppostunities of ſeeing his 
Charmer were not wanting. Peccy, while with 


M. VioLanTE, conſtantly viſited her Mother, and 


Bos took Care to call there at thoſe Times he was 
ſure of ſeeing her. He had long conceived a vio- 


lent Affection for her, had poured out the Fulneſa 


of his Love, 'and had been well received ; but 
C | whether 


E 


* « 


\ 


been gone to Ringſend, to 
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whether it was owing to Inexperience, or Fear ot 
offending, I know not, but he had never aſked for 
the laſt Favour, till after his Charmer had been 
on the Stage about two Months. 

Proc was then within a Fortnight of Eleven, 
and Imagination can ſcarce conceive what a lovely 
Figure ſhe was. Bos was robuſt, maſculine and 
bold. His Age was ſeventeen, and his Deſires 
violent. Having a moſt convenient Opportunity 
of addreſſing his Charmer, when her Mother had 
home ſome Linen, 
he 'megtioned the Love he had long borne her, 
and hegged: her to gratify his Wiſhes, Pr 
frowned, and Bos iterated his Requeſt. She dart- 


ed a Look of Anger, mixed with Majeſty ; but 
what wquld ſplit the 18 Oak, paſſes 


harmleſs o'er the tender Shrubs ; and what would 
terrify a Monarch or a Hero beyond Meaſure, is 


not felt by a Clown. Bos regarded not her Frowns, - 


but imprinted a Kiſs on her ſweet Lips. The Kiſs 
had ſome Effet: Pr gently outhed him from 
ber, but grafped his Hand at the ſame Time, The 
Graſping of his Hand thrilled his very Seul, and 
his Heart danced nnuſual Meaſures. Furious and 
wild, he again invaded her Lips: Thoſe Lips, 
{weeter than the Honey of Hiblæan Bees, became 
a Prey to the bold Invader. The Breaſt-Work was 
next attacked. With manly Vigour he ſnatched 
her to his glowing Breaſt ; while the poor, tender, 
innocent Girl, unable to reſiſt ſo mighty a Cham- 
pion, ſunk in his Arms, and gave him Kiſs for Kits, 
and figh for ſigh. Her Breaſt now beat with tumul- 
tuous Throbbings. Her Eyes flaſhed Fire; her 
Knees knocked. together ; and her whole Frame 
was ſo agitated, ſhe could not ſpeak, nor had 
ſtrength to reſiſt. In that critical, that ſoft Mo- 
ment, the vigorous Bos taking her in his Arms, 
threw her un he e „ - #2 
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* „ * Oh happy Bos! 
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Peco now performed the higheſt of Charac- 
ters, and was looked on by every one as the chief 
Support of VioLanTe's Houſe. At the Time 
that others ſcarce think of appearing on the Stage, 
ihe ſhone a finiſhed Actteſs, appearing in all the ca- 
pital Characters; and, conſcious of her Worth 
and Abilities, M. VioLaxTE now allowed her a 
Sallary- of Thirty Shillings a Week ; a high Sum 
in thoſe Days, when the Stage-Madneſs was not 
near at ſo great a Heighth as it is at preſent. 

Ou Heroine now took Lodgings for herſelf, 
and Bos waz her darling Companion. He was at- 
tendant on her all the Day, and at Night lay in 
her Arms, to prevent her being terrified with ob- 
goblins, Ghoſts, Spectres, Apparitions, and all thoſe 
fort of Gentry, which the Fair-ſex are very apt to 
be frightened at the Thoughts of, 

Bur it was not long that this Hero remained in 
Favour. Pzccy had been ſighed for by Thou- 
fands, and Hundreds had paid their Addreſſes: 
One Gentleman in particular, a tall trapping 
Blade, was violently in Love with her, and ſwore 


that it ſhe did not return Love with Love, he would 


hang, drown, or ſhoot himſelf. The tender-heart- 
ed Girl, too good a Chriſtian to he the Death of a- 
ny one, prevented his Murder by ſinking ip his 

rms. bi bs 

Wir hin ſhe lived ſome Time, when another 
Inamorato preſented himſelf. This Gentleman had 
Money, and purchaſed her Love. A next preſen- 
ted, and outbid the former Another offered, 
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and the received him in her Train A fifth 
appeared, and was well received A ſixth 
declared his ſuit, and his ſuit was not rejected. In 
a word, a Multitude of Love's Votaries paid their 
Adorations to the ſhrine” of their fair Saint, and 
their fair Saint was not cruel. 


« One Lover to another ſtill ſucceeded ; 
« Another, and another after that ; 
„Till having lov'd his Hour out, he gave Way, 
And mingled with the Herd that went before 
him.” Rowe. 


Bor now a Gentleman preſented himſelf, that 


drove away all before him, and was alone the hap- 
1 Man. All the World bas heard of the famous 


a vait Fondneſs his Charms created in our Heroine 
for him. But all the World does not know what 


Means he exerted, and what Meaſures he purſued 


to bring her to his Wiſhes; but that the World 
may know how this important Event was brought 
about, I ſhall enter into the true Cauſes of it as con- 
Ciſely as I can. | | 

Ovux Hero had ſeen our Heroine in the Charac- 
ter of Sir Harry Wildair, and concluding from 
her tender Age (for ſhe was not then more than 
Thirteen) that ſhe was an untouched Virgin, fanci- 
ed, if he could be ſo happy to win her, he ſhould 
be in Poſſeſſion of a mighty Treaſure. This Gen- 


tleman had always been remarkably fond of green 
Fruit, and reſolved, that in order to gain what he 


ſo much longed for, no Expence ſhould be want- 
ing. He was a Man of immenſe Fprtune, and 
therefore, was enabled to purchaſe what was moſt 
to his Taſte, and looking on his Money as a pro- 


er Inſtrument to gain whatever was pleaſing to his - 


eſires and Paſſions, he was never niggardly in 
Yn laying 
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laying out prodigious Sums, in the Purchaſe of the 
greeneſt Fruit he could lay his Hands on. 

To Peco he accordingly paid his Addreſſes, 
as toa Girl who as yet had no Idea of Love's 
mfghty Power, but whoſe ſuperior Charms merit- 
ed the moſt fervent Devotion that the moſt wrapt 
Admirer could poſſibly pay. She heard his Paſhon 
with Scorn, laughed at his tender Aſſiduities to 
pleaſe, and bad Defiance to his Arts. This con- 
vinced him he was not miſtaken in his Opinion ; 
and willing at any Rate, to obtain Poſſeſſion of to 
amiable * N he made her coſtly Preſents, 
treated her with the utmoſt Reſpect, and at the ſame 
Time, endeavoured by the whole of his Conduct, 
to incline her to a good Opinion of him. 

Tunis, he rightly judged, was attacking the 
Fair-Sex on the weak Side. Few are proof againſt 
Flattery, and as few, after they have given their 
good Opinion, can with-hold their Love. The 

ranfitions from Eſteem to Friendſhip, and from 
Friendſhip to Love, are fo rapid, and, at the ſame 


Time, ſo imperceptible, that we may lay it down 


as certain, that when once a Woman coaceives a 
good Opinion of a Man, the Buſineſs, like any 
Thing well begun, is half ended. 

Way ſhould T multiply Words In a few days 
our Lover found the way to his Charmer's Heart. 
His Addreſs was fo infinuating, his Perſon fo enga- 
ging, and his Preſents ſo powerful, that the weak, 


trail Girl, ſoon yielded to the ſtrong Temptation. 


In a lucky Hour, when our Heroine's Thoughts 


had been abroad, and brought in wanton Withes 
to her' Heart, he attacked, he preſſed, he urged 
her. Faintly defending the poor little Gate, the 
Hero, Soldier-like, boldly attacked it ; marched 
on in Spight of all Difficulties; battered it down 


ſcaled the Ramparts; and, Sword in Hand, enter- 


ed Love's Citadel. L 
Tur 
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Tur Fortreſs being taken, no farther Reſiſtance 
was made by the defenceleſs Garriſon. Our Nymph 
then owned the puiſſant Valour and good Con- 
duct of her Conqueror, and for a certain Tribute 
paid her, agreed to pay him Homage, and own 
bim for her Lord. 
19 T PE was ſo enamoured of his 
Virgin Prize, as he imagined it, that he thought 
nothing he could do, was too great a rer N 6h 
for it. As a Proot theteſorè ot the Extent of his Love, 
he hired her ſome ready-turniſhed Lodgings, allow- 
ed her a Stipend ſufficient to maintain her in Afflu- 
ence, without being compelled to ſeek a Livelihood 
on the Stage; and wheteon, he was well enough 
ſenfble, it the appeared, ſhe would attract a Mul- 
titude of Adnurers, and poliibly, ſome one more 
fortunate than the Reſt, or probably, many of them 
in Conjunction, might rob bim ot her Heart, and 
ſeduce her from his Arms. | 

Trey had not lived above two Years together, 
when, ſtudious of obliging his Charmer, he pro- 
poſed a Jaunt to London to her. This the agreed 
to with the utmoſt Eagerneſs; and Preparations 
were ſoon made, for ſetting out to that gay Recep- 
tacle or every Thing thatis genteel and polite. 
_ NortninG material happened during their Voy- 
age, nor on their Journey afterwards.—Suihce it 
then to ſay, they arrived in London in a Fortnight 
after leaving Dublin, in good Health and Spirits. 
' A GRAnD Lodging was ſoon procured for our 


Lovers, and when in Poſſeſſion ot it, they thought 


of nothing but paſling away their Time in Love 
and Jollity. In the Language of the Poets, Cu- 
PLD always attended them, and the Graces con- 
tinually hovering over them, adminiitered to their 
Happineſs, and gave them inexpreſſible Delight. 
Fox ſome Lime did our Lovers live in this happy 
Manner. "Their Days were Days of Joy, yo 
; ; their 
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1 
their Nights were Nights of Pleaſure. Vet, not- 
withſtanding eur Heroine was in Poſſeſſion of Gran- 
deur and Riches, the once could not in her vaineſt 
Hours ſuppoſed Fate would ever have deſtined for 
her, yet ſhe was not entirely happy. The Thoughts 
of the Plaudits of an admiring Audience; the 
Praiſes beſtowed on her Beauty and her Playing 
by judicious Critics ; and, perhaps, it were not - 
repugnant to Truth, to ſuppoſe, that the £nwy the 
excited in her own Sex—had powerful Charms for 
a youthful Mind. Certain it is, that ſhe had a 
Hankering after the Stage, and though her Love 
for her dear T D T'—?E was very pow- 
ertul, yet that ſhe bore the Drama was not leſs, 
in a Word, after weighing Love and Fame, 
Gratitude and Defire in a Scale, the found her De- 
fire and the Love of Fame preponderated, and 
made the others kick the Beam. 

Snz communicated her Reſolution of appearing 
on the Engliſh Stage to her Lover, and he ap- 
lauded it; whether becauſe he was then tired of 
er, or that he thought it was for her Intereſt, 


we pretend not to ſay. But being confirmed in 


ber Reſolution, our Heroine one Morning early, 
waited on the Manager of Cowent-Garden T heatre, 
with an Intention of offering her Service. 

How many Vikts ſhe had paid before admitted 
to the Theatrical Monarch I know not, but believe 
they were nineteen; when reſolved to wait no 
more on the proud imperious Sultan, ſhe told the 
Footman, her Name was WorrinGtoNn, and ſhe 
would wait on his Maſter, no more. 

Ir is inconceivable how the Features of the Va- 


let relaxed on hearing the Name. One would i- 


magine it had a cabaliſtical Virtue in it, to ſoften 


in an Iaſtant, the moſt rugged Features. He ſcarce- 


ly had Time to recover from his Surprize, When 
he darted from her as ſwift as Lightning, and be- 
fore 
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fore our Heroine could form any Conjectures of 
ſo ffrange an Event, he appeared again, . 1 
and cringing like a beaten Spaniel, with his Maſ- 
ter's humble Service to her, and that he would be 4 
glad to fee her. | Gd." 
Our Heroine walked into the Parlour where the p 
Stage-crowned Monarch was reclined, on a Couch, | 
with one Leg lolliag over the other, his left Hand 
holding a Play-Book, and his right, a China Cup, 

out of which he was ſipping ſome Tea. 
Round him, upon him, and about him, were 
ſeven and twenty Cats of different Sizes, Ages, 
and Complexions. Some were ſtaring him in the 


Face, ſome eating the Toaſt and Butter out of his F 
Mouth, ſome licking the Cream out of a Cup, ſome [4 
friſking about, ſome lying down, ſome perched 8 

n his Knee, ſome md Head, Oc. oc. Cc. 1 


c. c. Oc. fe. Eee. Cc. fe. fc. | 

Ovr Heroine was ſurprized to view ſo ſtrange | 
a Sight. She had never ſeen ſuch a curious Col- =—_— 
lection of reſpectable Perſonages among the Cat- | 
Creation before ;——for ſhe had never before ſeen ' 
Mr. Ricn at Breakfaſt. —I would dwell longer on 
this remarkable Scene, but wy long Journey 


to go, cannot ſtay too long at one ay e i 

AFTER our Heroine with no little Difficulty, . 
had ſuppreſſed an immoderate Fit of Laughter, 1 
ſhe acquainted the facetious Gentleman with her ; 
Deſign of becoming an Adreſs if he thought her | 


worthy. I have hard of you, Madam, i he, 

and tho I am in no grate Want of Hands, t as | 
you are ſo ſharming @ Figure, and ſo handſome @ | 
Parſon, I would oblige you for all that. But Tam 

afraid natwithftanding you took on the Iriſh Stage, 1 
you are nat larned enough for mine. Larning is @ 1 
fine Thing, and I have hard you hade it nat; yet, [ 
parbaps, with ſome of my Help in private, you may 

do wery ve. Pray, Madam, how do you like 


that 


( 21 ] 
that little, tiny, pratty Felloaw there That Cat, 
believe me, my dear Madam, is nat lefs than fifteen, 
— fifteen did I ſay ? Nay, Madam, that little Fel- 
low, my pratty Nykin-poop there, is nat leſs than 
fifteen Year, five Month and a Week. That Cat, 
Madam, is Sally; that is Jenny; that is Shar- 
lotte ; and that Fellow there, you ſee ſo rampant, , 
is Tom Devil; and the Devil of a Fellow be ts; 
for he is a He-Cat, and will run after the ptatty 
little Females, and work his Mill on them before my 
very Face. Nay, would you think it? Nat three 
Days ago he was canſarn'd with little Sally there, 
when a Lady of Quality was here, which made me 
bluſh horribly ; but rhe Lady did fo titter, and flit- 
ter, and did.caft ſuch a Sheep's Eye on the vigorous 
Fellow's Actions, that I vow and proteſt, Madam, 
I was quite out of Countenance. For if you conſi- 
der the Indecency of ſuch a Thing, aud the Nature 
222 the different Degrees of Obſcenity, the 
ws of Action, ve 


— — _ _ — — — — — — - - - > 


(This Original's Diſcourſe was ſo deny long, and 
ſ% very frivolous, that we beg Leave to omit it, 
it not being in the leaſt eſſential to this true Hi- 
flory ; and the above Specimen we have given 
of his Genius and his Amuſements, being, as 
we apprebend, ſufficient.) Fn 


In Concluſion, our Heroine, notwithſtanding . 
the Abſurdity of the Manager's Diſcourſe, and the 
Folly of his Conduct, in amufing himſelf with a 
og of odious Animals, engaged to perform at 

is Theatre, the enſuing Seaſon. 

NoTurinG material happened *till her Appear- 
ance on the Stage in the Character of Sir Harry 
Wildair, which ſhe performed with ſo much Spi- 
rit, that ſhe was looked on by every one as a moſt. 
| | er © þ excellent 
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excellent Actreſs. Her Manner of playing that 
Character, was fo different from that of any one, 
who had before appeared in it, that it diſcovered 
Beauties no one had before the leaſt Idea of. The 
Male Part of the Audience were all ruuning mad 
for her. They juſtly concluded, that ſo fine a 
Woman muſt be kept by ſome-body, but who was 
the happy Man they knew not. The Females were 
equally well pleaſed with her acting as the Men 
were, but could not perſuade themſelves, that it 
was a Woman that acted the Character: Yet, e- 
very Perſon agreed in this main Point, however 
they differed in others leſs eſſential, that ſhe was a 
delicate Creature, and a judicious Actreſs. 

Two and twenty ſucceſſive Nights ſhe appeared 
in the ſame Character before crouded Audiences, 
and with as much Spirit and Applauſe the laſt 
Night as the firſt. 

Fur Men were not long before they diſcovered 
whoſe Property our Heroine was; and a Multitude 
of gay, young Fellows, paying their Court to her, 
ſoon ſupplanted T —9 T——t, but the 
would not entirely break with this Gentleman, on 
Account of the large Salary he allowed her. 

Ver in this Part of my Hiſtory, I am at no {mall 
Loſs. Such a vaſt number of young and old Rakes 
offered themſelves to our Heroine, and ſuch a vaſt 
Number were accepted, that Language would groan 
beneath the Taſk of reciting them ſeparately.— Lo 
be as conciſe then as poſſible, in treating this diſa- 
greeable Part of my eres Life, and to ſave 
the Reader's Bluſhes in peruſing, what, if written, 
would ſally the whitened Page, Be it known that 
all Sects and Sorts of People, both old and young, 
handſome and deformed, Jew, Turk, or Infidel, that 
paid their Adoration to Worrixorox's Shrine, if 
wealthy, and ready to part with their wealth, were 
lure of being well received. Nay, it may be faid 
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of her, that the Poor were not in the leaſt injured 
by her; but the Rich ſhe ſent empty away.——In a 
Word, ſhe was a true Afreſs, and was ready to aff 
a Part with every one that paid her well for it. 

Wulle 1— p Ir imagined his Miſtreſs 
was faithful to him, no one could treat her with 
00 Reſpect than he did, and perhaps, it might 

averred, that had ſhe continued ſo, he would 
have thought of no other Woman. But Conſtancy 
was a Virtue that grew not in our Heroine's Breaſt, 
nor influenced her Practice. Whatever might be 


his Motives I know not, but itis certain, that grow- 
ing deſperately in Love with another Woman, to 


whom he had made ſome Overtures of Marriage, 
PeGGY heard of it; and ke being, as {he heard, 
ſoliciting the Marriage with all the Rhetoric and 
ſplendid Offers he could poſſibly deviſe ; ſhe dreſſed 
in Man's Apparel, and, attended by a Footman, 
reſolved upon all the Means in her Power to break 
off the Marriage. | 

O her Arrival in the Country, at the Place 
where the young Lady and her Friends lived, ſhe 
made what Enquiries ſhe could concerning ber, and 
endeavoured to get in her Company, that her Stra- 
tagem might the better take Effect. But this the 
ſoon found, for Want of ſome Acquaintance, to 
introduce her, was impoſſible. 

Ir was not long, however, before the heard that 
a grand Ball was to be given by the Friends of the 
young Lady, on Account of her arriving at Age. 
At this ball the determined to appear, as it was to 
be a general one, and ſince any Gentleman, that 
made a gentee] Appearance, was allowed to be 
preſent. | | | 

Taz Day the Ball was to be kept arriving, ſhe 
dreſſed herſelf very ſplendidly, and entered the 
Ball Room with a good Grace. I D T—rx 
happened to be himſelf there; but as our ag + 
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had diſguiſed herſelf by painting her Eye-Brows, 
and uſing other Arts her Profeſſion made her Miſ- 
treſs of, it was impoiſible for him to know her. 

Sue had not danced long, before ſhe was taken 
Notice of by all preſent as a couplete Dancer, and 
a pretty Gentleman. Nay, the young Lady, with 
whom T-—————»D [-e was fo deſperately in 
Love, commended her Beauty, her Taſte and Judg- 


ment openly ; and our Heroine having her Eyes 


fixed on every one, and making her Obſervations 
on every Occurrence, had the Addreſs to perſuade 
the young Lady to walk a Minute with her, and 
to become her Partner for the remainder of the 
Night. 

Now it was that ſhe took the Opportunity of in- 
fuſing Suſpicions and jealouly into the Heart of 


the intended Bride; diſcovered as in Confidence, the 


many ſhameleſs Intrigues I ——» Ire had 
been guilty of; acquainting her with his being a 
moſt abandoned Libertine ; and aflerted, that to 


her Knowledge, he had an Actreſs at that very 


Time in Keeping. | 

Tn Lady was confounded and amazed at hear- 
ing the firſt mentioned Scenes, but at the Diſco- 
very of the laſt, could no _ ſupport the Tor- 
ture it gave her. She had for ſome Time been 
wrapped up in filent Altoniſhment, at the unpa- 
ralleled Guilt of her Lover; but had no ſooner 
heard the laſt finiſhing Stroke to the odious Cha- 
racer, than, unable to ſupport the cruel Ideas that 


came ruſhing to her tortured Mind, ſhe fell prol- 


trate on the Floor. 
Ir may eaſily be imagined, that the whole Com- 
pany was alarmed with the moſt frightful Appre- 
enſions. They crouded about the unfortunate 
Lady, and endeavoured to recall her departed 
Senies to their wonted State, but were for a long 


Time unable. At length, however, by having 


been 
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been bled by a Surgeon in the Room, ſhe juft o- 
ned her Eyes, and looked about her, but pre- 
fencly. hut them again. The Son of Aſculapius, 
finding it irapoſſible to reſtore her to her former 
Condition, pronounced that it was the moſt pru- 
dent Method to put her immediately to Bed. 

His Advice was followed, and the Company 
broke up in extreme Confuſion; _ 

. Ourx Heroine was extremely well ſatisfied with 
what ſhe had done, and could not but congratu- 
late herſelf on the Dexterity, with which ſhe had 

layed her Part. She now made no Doubt but the 

Match Was for ever broke, and that her Lover, 
finding no Proſpect of Succeſs in the Matrimonial 
Way, would again pay his Vows te her, and be- 
have to her with the ſame Tenderneſs he had for- 
merly done. 

Bur here ſhe counted without her Hoſt, After 
her Return to London, having vainly endeayoured 
to recall T o T——rz's departed Love, as 2 
Proof of her great Regard for him, ſhe, in an un- 
lucky Hour, diſcovered the late Part ſhe had acted 
in breaking off his Match with Miſs C—— R 
1 Do Ie was enraged at her Aſſurance 
and her Iniquity, as he termed it, and breakin 
from her Arms, where ſhe wasdetaining bim wich 
the molt ſoothing Words and blandiſhing Careſſes, 
that artful Woman can make Uſe of to compaſs 
her Ends, ſwore he would never fee her more. 
He was as good as his Word. From that Hour 
he deſpiſed her Arts, and eitertained a juſt Con- 
tempt of her Malice. 

Our, Heroine was now deprived of the large 
Stipend paid her for her Company, and that be- 
ng, as is ſuppoſed, the Motive of her Affection 
(if Affection it may be called) for T D T—re, 
ſhe was almoſt TY: Yet the many Longs 
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the had, ſome of whom were wealthy, and young, 
and ' vigorous, ſoon made her forget him. 
Auen theſe happy Men, was one whom I 
ſhall call Fxanx Avperson. His Perſon I ſhall 
not deſeribe, nor ſpeak much of his intellectual 
Accompliſhments, ſince to point out a Chatacter 
too plain, is as bad as not to deſcribe it at all. 
Beſides, were I to paint FAN x, whois a remarka- 
ble Felle in genuine Colours, and with a real 
Reſemblance, every one would pronounce at firſt 
View that it was the P — of 7 Cm; 
D-——— | 1 1 8 

\ Frank, by ſome Means or other, ſoon gained the 


Affections of our Heroine, He was preferred be- 


fore all his Competitors ; and he has frequently 
been rifling Pro's Charms, while Lords, Baro- 


nets and Knights have been kept in waiting, and 


forced to ſtay till Frank was fully ſerved. 


Diertaent People aſſign different Reaſons for 
Frank's favourable Reception by the Lady. Some 
People imputed it to his ſuperior Skill; ſome to 
his tuperior inviſible Charms; ſome to his having 


been longer acquainted with our Heroine ; ,- ſome 
to his In ſhort, Reader, it would be rire- 
ſome for me to write, and tedious for you to read, 
the many Reaſons that were aſſigned for the Lady's 
Conduct; but that you may be -acquainted with 


the true Cauſe, without wading thro' a long La- 


byrinth of Perplexity, I ſhall 4 Warm you in five 

Words — He had the large 

lies. | 
Ir is impoſſible to deſcribe the Satisfaction which 

our Heroine took in Frank's Company. She uſed 


to call him her dear Apox1s, her vigorous Mazxs; 


and Frank uſed to denominate her, his beautiful 

Venus, his charming HeLtn, Etc. 
As Frank was at that Time in no very exalted 
Situation in Life, PEGGY uſed frequently to _ 
him 
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him Preſents, the Sacrifices of her Lovers; and in 
her voluptuous Moments, when Frank's Abilities 


were exerted to the utmoſt, and thrilled through 
every Fibre of Peccy's fair Frame, ſhe would 
vow, that as ſoon as ever ſhe had it in her Power to 
ſerve him, ſhe would do it effeQually, which ſhe 


told him ſhe had no Doubt of, ſince her Lovers in- 


creaſed daily, both in Rank and Fortune. 

Wirtn theſe Aſſurances, Fxanx went on ſtill 
the ſame Way, and roſe higher and higher in Pe q- 
GY's good Opinion. Whenever he came to her 
Lodgings, the Table was immediately ſpread, and 
the moſt delicate Dainties ſet before him. In the 
Morning particularly, rich Chocolate and Jellies 
were continually adminiſtered, and at other Times 
the moſt ſtrengthening and ſalutary Food was giv- 

Frank's Felicity is undeſcribable, and his Joys 
inexpreſſible. He was always a violent Lover of 
good Eating and Drinking, and an immoderate 
Admirer of Jellies. With theſe latter he was fo 
charmed, that it is ſaid, he made a Reſolution to 
live on them entirely, without taiting a Bit of Fleſh. 
Our Heroine was pleaſed to find lim ſuch an Epi- 
cure at Jellies, but could not acquieſce with him, 
that it was proper to refrain from all Kinds of 
Fleſh-Food. 

Bur here I beg Leaye to contradict two popular 
erroneous Notions concerning Frank, It is (aid, 
that for a long Time he taſted no Wine but b 
his own Inclination, and his PRG 's Deſire, as of. 
ten as a Man uſually takes a generous Glaſs, would 
lay Hold of a warm Jelly and ſwallow it of, —It is 
reported alſo, that one Night in particular, before 


"3 going to Reſt, he drank off no leſs than Seven and 


ifty Jellies. * 
| E 2 Wiru 
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W1TH Regard to the firſt Report, I am authori- 
zed to fay, it is abſolutely falſe. Frank was al- 
ways a great Lover of Wine, and particularly of 
French Wine, and would on no Account refrain 
from it a ſingle Night, except only, when he was 
expteſsly ordered by a certain Surgeon he uſed to 
attend for a certain nameleſs Purpoſe, to the con- 
trary. And the ſecond Report is part{y talfe, becauſe 
Frank at the moſt urgent Times, even when he 
viſited our Heroine moſt frequent, never exceeded 
Seven and Thirty Jellies. 

We ſball now quitthis-Gentleman for the pre- 
ſent, and mention him no more, till, when by Px O- 
GY's Intereſt in his Favour, he was appointed 
P of T (& , D——1n. 

ABour this Time, our Heroine had Propoſals 
made to her by the Manager of the Dublin Thea- 
tre, to perform for him, which ſhe gladly accepted 
of, as the Advance in her Salary was no leſs than 
five Pounds per Week ; her Weekly Pay at the 
London Theatre being Nine Pounds, and that ſhe 
was now offered, being fixed at fourteen. 

As ſoon as ſhe poſſibly could, ſhe made Prepara- 
tions for her Journey, and not long after, having 
a fine Paſſage from Parkgate, to which Place ſhe 
had went in a Poſt Chaiſe, attended by a Couple 
of Footmen, ſhe arrived in Dublin, with no ſmall 


Pleaſure to reviſit her native Land, and very much 


to the Satisfaction of the Manager. 

Tu Houſe was no fooner opened, than the 
People flocked from all Parts to frequent ir. It is 
almoſt incredible what Multitudes every Night at- 
tended there z and it is no improbable Suppoſition, 
that it was chiefly on our Heroine's Account. The 
Judgment ſhe had gained by appearing on the Bri- 
tiſh Stage; the Additional Charms which Time 
had beſtowed on her Perſon ; her native good 
Senſe, improved by an unlimited CE” r 

erſons 
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Perſons of the Firſt Rank; her eaſy Air; her ge- 
nerous Condeſcenſion; her affable Behaviour; 
ll, all conſpired to render her a welcome 
Gueſt to the Lovers of the Theatre, and the Fair- 
Sex. 

Bur it is impoſſible to deſcribe what Effects our 
ſprightly, blooming Actreſs's Appearance on the 
Stage, had on her own Sex. For though ſhe was 
the Admiration of the Men, ſhe was the Envy of 
the Women; though the was the Delight ef the 
one, the was the Bane of the Delights of the other; 
though ſhe raiſed up Admirers by Thouſands, ſhe 
created Enemies by Ten Thouſands. It is natural 
for the Sex to be jealous of a Rival's Perfections, 
bur it were to be wiſhed that they were as emulous 
to attain that Rival's good Qualities. 

Oux Heroine indeed, was conſidered by each 
of her Sex as her Rival, for the Men univerſally 

id their Court to her, and inſtead of paying the 

Tribute of Applauſe to their former Miſtrefles' 
Accompliſhments, now laviſhed Encomiums on 
Pe3GY's with the utmoſt Profuſion. | 

To do our Heroine Juſtice, ſhe was not cruel. 
Unlike thoſe deſpotic Tyrants, whoſe Will is their 
Law, and whoſe Delight is to wade in their Sub- 
jects Blood, depopulate Kingdoms, and with Fire 
and Sword, march their Way through terrified Na- 
tions, ſhe ſwayed the. Sceptre with Mercy and 
Goodnets. She heard her Subjects Petitions with 
Clemency, and granted them with Alacrity. When 
they threw themſelves on their Knees beſore her, 
beſeeched her Regard, entreated her Favour, and 
requeſted a ſoft Boon; kindly compaſſionate, and 
generouſly humane, the turned not à deaf Ear to 
their Sighs, nor heard their Petitions with Diſdain. 
Thouſands facrihced unto her, and the Sacritices 
of Thouſands were accepted. Thouſands entreat- 
ed Favours, and Favours were beſtowed on TING 

| ands. 
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ſands. Nay, whole Hecatombs of Sighs, paſſing 
from deſponding Lovers, and winging their Way 
through the yielding Air, to the Air of our fair 
Heroine, melted her ſoft Heart, and inclined her 
to grant all their deſires. How amiable.this Cha- 
racter! how laudable, how worthy Imitation 
What a Chriſtian Virtue ! 40 forgive the Temerity 


of her Subjects, and to him that aſketh a ſmall Fa- 
vour to give a greater! Well, might ſhe with Truth 


cry out, Come unto me all ye that are heavy 
laden with Love, and Iwill give you reſt. Come 
*« unto me all ye that hunger and thirſt after my 
Charms, and ye ſhall be filled.“ 
From this Time be the PurxyNe's, the THars's 
the MessaLina's of antient Days, forgot! Be 
the Fanny Muzray's, the Lucy Coortr's, and 
the KITTY Fisner's of the preſent Age, no 
more bad in Remembrance ! They all dwindle into 
Pigmies, they deſcend into tiny Fairies, nay they 


' ſeparate into Atoms, compared with our Heroine, 
and are abſorbed in the Contemplation cf that uni- 


verſal Adoration that was paid. AMPHITRYTRE 


. herſelf, when bathing in the Sea, and ſpied by the 


Trident-ſwaying God from Mount Olympus, who 
darted on the poor Nymph, like the ſtrong-backed 
Eagle to ſeize his Prey, and filled her with an O- 
cean of Lowe, ſhall ſubmit to our Heroine. 

The Characters PRG performed on her Arri- 
val on the Dublin Theatre, were all of a capital 
Kind; and ſhe gave as much Satisfaction to the ad- 
miring Audience in public, as ſhe adminiſtergd De- 
light to her happy 2 in private. 

Tus Succeſs our Heroine had met with in play- 
ing Sir Harry Wildair encouraged her to attempt 
Lotharis, She performed it, but met from different 
Perſons a different Reception. 

Taz Opinions of People were divided on this 
Occaſion. Thoſe who were reſolved to commend 
every 
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every Thing ſhe did, and becauſe ſhe performed 
ſome Characters well, would inſiſt that Me per- 
formed all ſv, commended her in the warmeſt Terms 
vr not conſidering, that the Perſon who may 

excellent in one Part, may yet be vile in another 
Others, and who were the moſt jndicious of the 
Audience, as ſtrenuouſly inſiſted, that both her 
Action and Elocution were highly improper, and 
her Conception of the CharaQter quite erroneous. 
They alledged likewiſe, that though a Man may 
with great Propriety, in ſome particular Characters, 
perſonate a Woman, yet for a Woman, in fuch a 
Character as Lothario, to perſonate that gay, 
perfidious Libertine, was an abfurd, an inconſiſtent 
and an impotent Attempt. They evidently proved, 
that any Sentence, which came from the Mouth of 
the Juppeſed Lothario, loſt its Force, by being played 
by a Woman ; and they as evidently demonitrated 
that it was impoſſible for the Mind to be ſo far poſ- 
ſeſſed with Deluſion, as to forget the Reality, that 


it was a Woman that played the Character; and 


conſequently, that the Sentiments, the Conduct and 
the Actions of the perſonated Lothario, ſeemed to 
be a mere vain Attempt to repreſent Things which 
formerly had been, inſtead 8 the Spec- 


tators that the Scenes they ſaw before them were 


then real.—In a Word, thoſe who were capable of 
judging impartially, by not being biaſſed by their 
perfonal Connections with our Actreſs, unanimouſly 
agreed, that ſhe was abſolutely unfit for the Cha- 
racter, and played it with all the Impotence of mere 
Endeavour. | 

Bur though our Actreſs failed in attempting 
Lothario, the Applauſe the received from all Ranks 
of People, in acting Sir Harry Wildair, more than 
made her Amends. It was in acting this Charac- 
ter, which Cenfure muſt own ſhe per formed admi- 
rably well. that ſhe extorted that ſev tre Satire - 
2 | K 
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her Conduct in private Life, which Mr. Quits 
threw out.—The Story is well known, and it might 
therefore be deemed needleſs to inſert it here; yet, 
as there may be ſome of my Readers, who, not be- 
ing much iu the great World, nor converſant in 
theatrical Anecdotes, it may not be amiſs briefly to 
relate it. | 
Ou Heroine's abandoned Life and vicious Diſ- 

fition were notorious to every one; and it is no 
improbable Suppoſition, that it was to mortify the 
Pride of oftentatious Letchery, and glorying in 
Wickedneſs, that the Satire hinted at was thrown 
out. But be this as it will, tke plain Matter of 
Fact is as follows. 

Pra bad one Evening, with greater Gaiety 
and Spirit than uſual, played her favourite Cha- 
rater of Sir Harry ; and receiving greater Marks 
of Approbation from the Audience than the had 
ever met before, ſhe cried out in her Gaite de Cæ- 
eur, Upon my Honovs, I believe one half of 
the Audience believes me to be a Man.” Mr. 
Quix, who played Horatio, hearing her, cried 
out in that blunt Way natural to him, But by 
, Madam, the other half know you to 
« be a Woman.” —As ſevere and juſt a this, 
as could poſſibly be inflicted by the Hands of the 
ſevereſt Satitiſt! . 25 

Ir was in this Character that the well-known 
Mr. L-———— became acquainted with her; or, 
as a very valuable Manuſcript I have by me, writ- 
ten by the very famous KunasTROKIvVs, favs, firſt 
knew her behind the Scenes. But I know not how 
to credit this little Piece of ſecret Hiftory, ſince it 
is well known, that KunasTRoOK1Us himſelf was 


deſperately in Love with our AQureſs ; and there- 


fore it is not unlikely, that, aQuated by Jealouſy, 


he dipped his Pen in Scandal to deſame our Hero- 


ine's Character in ſo tender a Point, It is true, in- 
deed, 
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deed, that Mr, L — had been {een talking 


to our Actreſa behind the Scenes, and even kifing 
ber behind the Scenes, when petſonating Sir Har- 
ry ; but this proves not by any Means, that it was 
the fir: Time of his knowing her behind the 
Scenes; for he might have known her in ſome 
other Character and ſome other Place: in a Cha- 
racer, that would reflect leſs Diſhonour to his 
Taſte, than to know an Actreſs, when ating the 
Man; and in a Place that would reflect leſs Diſ- 
grace to the known CnAs Tir v of the Stage, than 
to act ſuch a Part there, This intereſting Point I 
would gladly ſet right, but know not how. If we 
believe KunasTROKtus's Teftimony, we muſt en- 
tertain a mean Opinion, both of our Heroine's 
Conduct, and Mr, Is Tafte; and on 
the other Hand, if we reject Evidence, what be- 
comes of all Hiſtory Whatever? I ſhall, therefore, 
not pretend to decide this weighty, this moment- 
ous Affair; but if, as the before-mentioned FRANK 
ANDERSON (fee Page 26) told our Heroine, when 
tifling her Charms, and panting with Exceſs of 
Bliſs, he would compile the Hiſtory of ker Lite, 
and vindicate her Conduct and —his own a- 
gainſt all Traducers, I behold a ſatisſactory Ac- 
count of this Tranſaction, or an abſolute Denia! 
* of it, I ſhall form my own Opinion, and recom- 
mend my Readers to form theirs, according to that 
Gentleman's Weight of Evidence and Strength of 

Reaſon. | 
Tux Reader may ſee my Delicacy and my Re- 
gard to ſo nice a Thing as an Atreſs's Honour, by 
my decjining to mention my own Judgment, or 
miſlead that of others, by abſolutely pronouncing, 
as ſome Authors would bave done, that the Thing 
was poſitively Matter of Fact, or a falſe Report. 
I have acted the candid, the honeſt Part. I have 
left the Reader to judge for himſelf at preſent, or 
; N : ſtay 
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ſtay till the P——t's elaborate Performance ap- 
pears, before he forms his Judgment. —But to re- 
turn to my Hiſtory. 

Ms. L-— was violently fond of our He- 
roine, and being a Man of Fortune and Ability, 
was every Day giving her more ſubſtantial Proofs of 
his Affection, than barely telling her ſo. PEGv, 
on the other Hand, did not return Love for Love, 
but, as was thought by thoſe who were intimately 
acquainted with her, ſuffered him to continue his 
Vilits, and pour out his Love, merely on Account of 
the Preſents it gained her. 

Bur now a very ſingular Lover paid his Ad- 
dreſſes to our Heroine. This was the antiquated 
Beau D N, a Gentleman, who rolled in Rich- 


es, and who was generous of thoſe Riches to Ex- 


ceſs, He was extremely vain of his perſonalCharms, 
though a mere Compound of Deformity. The 
Daughters of Vice, and Slaves of Proſtitution, 
paying to his Gold, what ought only to be the 
rank Tribute of Love, not a little contributed to 
his Vanity; and made him imagine, that he was 
acceptable to every Woman, and to eur Heroine 
particularly, as he was more liberal to her, than 
he had been to any other. As this Gentleman's 
Perſon and Character, are different from any we 


have yet mentioned, it will not be improper, to 


give a Sketch of thoſe mighty Charms, by which 
the Beau fancied he extorted the Envy of the Men, 
and led every Woman's Heart captive. 

He was, atleaſt, in his grand Climacteric; but 
by his battered Conſtitution, of the Age of a 


MEttnusELaM. A few Silver Hairs ſtill covered 
the Sides of -a Head, whoſe Summit was left quite 


naked. Wrinkles had formed large Furrows on 
kis Forchead, and extended themſelves from thence 
over all his Face. His Mouth, ſtripped of its 
iceth, was almoſt hidden by the Union - 4 
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Noſe and Chin. His Eyes had gained the Carna- 
tion of which his Cheeks were robbed, which, in 
Conlequence, were now become flaccid and ſunk. 
His Back projected into a bold Relie vo, which 
puſhed his Head forward on his Breaft, and put 
him every Minute in Danger of falling upon bis 
Face, had it not been for a Cane, on which he 
ſupported himſelf by a withered Hand: His Bo- 
dy was lean andemaciated ; which, though not 
very ponderons, his feeble Legs could ſcarce ſuſ- 
tain the Weight of. In a Word, over his 
whole Form 4 odious Deformity, and griefly 
Horror. | 

Sucn is the Picture of Beau D——-x, a Man 
who imagined himſelf a perfect Abox is, and the 
Favourite of every Lady. He was fo great an 
Admirer of. our Heroine, that he viſited her twice 
or thrice every Day, and every Day made her 
ſone new Preſents. 

Ir may be wondered, what Buſineſs ſuch an 
old, deformed Fellow, had with a young and 
beautiful AQreſs, Io inform the Reader of this 
Matter, was the whole Intent of my introducing 
him in this Work. | 

Taz Buſineſs then, the Beau had to tranſact 
with PrGGy, was of a particular Nature. She 
had many Lovers, 'tis true, but not one that viſi- 
ted her with the ſame Deſign as the Beau did; 
nor, till her being favoured with his Viſits, did 
ſhe know that one Sex viſited the other, with far 
dliſferent Motives than merely the Gratification of 


their ſenſual Appetites, by ſacriſicing to Curio and 


Venus. , — 
Our Beau had in the former part of his Life 

been very free with his Conſlitutioa in making Uſe 

of the Fair-Sex in the Manner that GOD and Na- 


ture ordained ; but now that he could no longer 


_ taſte thoſe Raptures, which formerly he had en- 


joyed 
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1 joyed in abundance, he viſited our Heroine to take 

if | the vaſt Pleaſure of Combing her Hair. 

_ 88 Toovsr not but this true Anecdote will cauſe 
Surprize, and by the incredulous be deemed a 
mere Child of the Fancy. Be it ſo.— Thoſe who 
doubt, or diſbelieve the Verity of it are very wel- 

2 come. I relate Things as they are, not as the 

1 Strangers to Human Liſe and Human Follies, 

158 - think they are. 

| Brau D xn would every Morning, and ge- 

| . nerally after Dinner, amuſe himſelf with combing 
our Heroine's Hair, the Hair of her Head I mean 
and would take vaſt Satisfaction in obſerving 
its gloſſy Hue, and its ſmooth Subſtance, He 
would play with it with his Fingers, and kiſs it 
with Eagerneſs. The Feel of its curious Texture 

| would admimfter inconceiveable Delight to his a- 

ged Heart, and the eaſe with which it ſlipped 

| 


through bis Fingers would titiJlate his very Soul. 
Ix this pleaſing Employment, the old Gentle- 
man would at ſome particular Times ſpend the 4 
whole Day, when our Heroine was ſure of a no- jj 
| ble Preſent. But ſhe bevig an intolerable Aver- 1 
| | fion to being treated in ſuch an innocent Manner, 
_ would not, but for a very extraordinary Gratuity, 
#1 indulge him fo far. | 8 
191 Tur Old Cenileman was perfectly happy, and 


abſolutely idolized her. He taſted Pleaſures with- 
| | out thoſe tumultuous Trobbings, pleaſing Anxie- 
3 | ties, hery Tranſports, and trembling Extaſies which 
1 characterize the ſoft Paſſion, and he thought 
| | himſelf happier than the happieſt of his Vota- 
ries, | 
Ovn Heroine had not played a very long Time is 
1 - on the Theatre before ſhe attracted the Eyes of the iS. 
„ Manager, in a particular Manner; and who, in * 
| Conſequence of his Admiration, treated her very 2 
| different from the other Actreſſes. Whether in i 
38 i ©. Really, I 
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Reality, he had any cloſe Connection with her, we 
pretend not to ſay. As it has been long laid down, 
and with a great deal of Juſtice, as well as Hu- 
manity, that of the Dead, we ſhould ſpeak no- 


thing but what is abſolutely Matter of Fact; ſo it 


is a ſtanding Maxim of mine, that we ſhould ſpeak, 
De e nil niſi bonum. On this Account, 
therefore, as well as to forbear giving Uneaſineſs 
to the Party concerned, (if ever he was concern- 
ed,) I ſhall here refrain from the Office of a Ho- 

apher, and not ranſack with villainous Induſtry, 
into the Records of thoſe Scenes, which, diſco- 
vered, would not bear the Light, nor refle& Ho- 
nour on the Manager's Conduct, nor on my own 
Prudence. 

Bur whether the Manager was really too vir- 
tuous to be concerned with our chafte Heroine, or 
whether our Heroine was too virtuous to liſten to 
the Solicitations of the Manager, were an En- 
quiry not unworthy Conſideration, did not this 
unhappy Conſequence attend it; that it would 
be giving as much Pain to the confeſſedly Innocent, 
as it would to the ſuſpected Guilty, to enter in- 
to it. | ty 

Ir was during her treading the Iriſß Stage, that 
an Affair happened, which placed her Conduct in 
A _ advantageous Light, and ſhewed, that, 
o_ an Actreſs, ſhe was not totally abandoned, 
nor loſt to every Senſe of Goodneſs. 

SHE had in her Service a Maid-Servant, who 


had lived with her for ſome Years, and who had 


ſerved her with ſtrict che "jy A Tradeſinan of 
good Character and Credit, had paid his Addreſſ- 
es to her, and gained her Heart. The Maid (if 
ſhe was ſuch, for it is hazardous to pronounce ſo 
uncertain a Thing) had been unable to withſtand 


the earneſt Solicitations of her Lover to give him 


jage; 


ker Hand, and made him a promiſe of 
G ut 
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but it was with this Proviſo, that her Miftreſs 
ſhould conſent to it; for otherwiſe, ſhe declared, 
ſhe would by no Means enter into the matrimonial 
State. The "Tradeſman, ſo far from blaming her 
for her Reſpect to our Heroine, commended her 
far it, and looked on her Conduct, as an Indication 
of her Prudence. | 

Ou Heroine was accordingly acquainted by her 
Servant, of the Eſteem ſhe had for her Lover; and 
yu informed of his Situation in Life, and the 
Character he bore, willingly conſented to 
their Union, and promiſed to be preſent at the 
Celebration of it, which, the i , ſhould be at 
her oven Expence. 


He « Servant fhewed a prone Senſe of her Mit- 
aſte 


treſs's Goodpels, and in 


, flew to her Lover, 


to communicate the good News. 


Tus Day fixed on for the Nuptials being arriv- 
ed, in the Morning ſhe called in the intended 
Bride ; * KiTTy,” ſays ſhe, ** you have long 


* ſerved me with Honeſty and Integrity, and it is 


Time for me to make you a Recompence for it. 
++ Yau are now going to be united to an honeſt 
„ and worthy Man; and ſince he is of ſome Sub- 
ſtance, it is not fit that you ſhould go to him al- 
together pennyleſs. There is ſomething to be- 
gin your new Scene of Life with; which I de- 
gay 


ou to accept, as a Token of my Affection 


for you, and Acknowledgment of your Servi- 
ces. — 80 ſpeaking, ſhe put a Purſe of a 
hundred Guineas in her Hand. 


Ix need not be obſerved, what wereKitTy?s. 


Senſations, and what her Conduct, on receiving 
this ſignal Token of Favour, and Mark of Gene- 
rofity,—+-for the had Gratitude; and if the Rea- 
der has it, it will be needleſs for me to mention, 
what Feelings will ſuggeſt. | | 


A very elegant and expenſive Entertainment 


had 
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had been ordered ſome Days before; and the 
Bridegroom being come, our Heroine honoured 
the happy Pair, by attending them to Church, 
with ſome of her Friends and the Prieſt baving 

r formed his Office, and united them in Hymen's 
indiſſoluble Bands, (indiſſoluble, at leaſt, by every 
Thing but Death, or Divorce) they returned Home, 
to enjoy thoſe good Len which our Heroine's- 
provident Care had furniſhed for them. 

Tae Prieſt who had performed the good Office, 
of making our Lovers happy, (I ſpeak this to the 
Unmarried only,) returned with them; and, as is 
cuſtomary with thoſe of his Function, played his 
Part at Table, with as great Dexterity, as any Bi- 


ſhop, or Doctor, of the whole Profeſſion could 


have done. 8 . | 
Beroke the Parſon went away, our Heroine put 
Ten Guineas in his Hand, as a Fee for performing 
the Marriage Ceremony. The Prieſt, which is a 
Wonder in this Age, had Honour; and was not 
ſwayed by thoſe little, mean Conſiderations, Which 
have a wonderful Prevalence over the Function in 
general. He therefore, generouſly refuſed fuck a 
a Sum, for ſuch an Office, performed to People in 
fo low a Station of Life ; and declared, that if the 
married Couple did not repent his marrying them, 
he himſelf ſhould not. Our Heroine was ſtruck at 
ſuch an Inſtance of Diſintereſtedneſs and Benevo- 
lence——————in a Prieſt; and for the firſt Time, 


as CHamonrT in the Play fays, believed a Parſon 
might be an hnneſt Man. 


HE reſolved, however, though the Clergyman's 
Spirit. was ſuperior to Temptation, he ſhould not 
loſe his Reward. For the preſent, therefore, he 
taok his Leave, and, as it is preſumed, imagined 
he ſhould hear no more of the Affair. ; 

In about three Weeks, however, after the Mar- 
riage, our Heroine, reſolved not to be outdone in 
| | G 2 Generolity, 
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Genetoſity, went to a Silverſmith, and bought as 
much Plate of different Kinds as amounted to 20 1. 


This the ſent immediately, with a Note, to the 
worthy Clergyman, informing him, that as he bad 


been ſo 2 in his Behaviour, and ſo free from 
worldly Motives, to refuſe, what moſt of the Cloth 
would have looked on as their juſt Right, ſhe inſiſt- 
ed, that he would accept in Plate, what he would 
not in Money. . | 7 

Ir is with pleaſure I mention this true Anecdote, 
which reflects Honour on a Clergyman, and throws 
a Luſtre on our Heroine.—A few ſuch Acts as this 
would obliterate her Follies, and make us pardon 
her Vices. 

Peccy continued ſtill acting to the Satisfaction 


of the Public, and to the Joy of the Manager. 


The former were pleaſed at the Excellency of her 
Playing; and the latter, at the Profits it produced, 
UT not long after an Aﬀair happened, which 
terminated in the Ruin of the Manager, and obli- 
ged out Actreſs to quit Dublin, and follow her Vo- 
cation in Lenden. 5 
Tux Manager, though confeſſedly a Man of 
Talents, and a good Actor, had his Foibles. That 
of being a violent Party-Man was one ;—to call it 
by no worſe a Name. Willing to be looked on as & 


zealous Partiſan, and a true Patriot, he had indiſ- 
creetly given out the Play of Ma HOME, to be per- 
formed, at a Time, when civil Diſcord prevailed, 


and Party Aﬀairs were ata great Height. It was 


acted, and received with great Applauſe by one 
Party, while the other as furiouſly condemned it. 


HE Reader need not be told, that in all Plays 
there are ſome vicious Characters; nor need he be 


informed, that if vicious Men will adopt thoſe 


Characters, it is their own Fault, and not that of 
the Author, or Manager. - 5 
ET 


=” 


Ay 

Ver though a Manager may be exculpated 
from the Charge ofexhibiting Plays which contain 
odious Characters, and ſuch as no Man would wil- 
lingly be thought to reſemble ; it is imprudent to 
have thoſe Characters perſonated before an Audi- 
ence chiefly compoſed of their Counterparts; for 
fo, I think, may various, immoral Men, be deem- 
ed. The whole, therefore, of a Manager's Con- 
duct on this Occaſion, may be compriſed in theſe 
few Words :—- That though that Play, contain- 
ing deteſtable Characters, was written before their 


Counterparts, as I have called them, were born; 


yet, as they bore ſo very near a Reſemblance, to 
the great Men then in Power, the acting it at ſuch 
a Time, 2nd before fuch an Audience, may juſtly 
be compared, to rouſing a Neſt of Hornets, and 
ſhould therefore, be avoided, by thoſe who are 
Servants of the Public, dependant on the Public, 
and who eat the Bread of the Public. 

Ir I am right in my Opinion, it will appear, that 
both the Audience and the Manager,. were in 
Fault: The former in aſſuming Characters which 
exiſted before they were born; and the latter, in 
acting a Play, which ſeemed peculiarly calculated, 
at ſuch a Period, to foment thoſe unhappy Diviſt- 
ons, which then reigned. | i 

A Turarkg is the great World in Miniature; 
and the Characters of the Drama, are the Cha- 
tacters that tread the Stage of Human Life. The 
Patriot, the Man of Honour, the good Huſband, 
the ſincere Friend, the Fool, the Coxcomb, the 


Villain, and the Rake, are all to be met with on 


the World's great Stage; are all to be met with in 
the imitative Drama. That Play that does nat 
contain theſe, or ſuch other Characters, as exiſt in 
Life, is a vile Play, and its Author a Stranger to 
Human Nature. 
Bu 
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Bur if in viewing a well-wrote Play, wherein 
all the Characters are juſt and ſtrongly marked, any 
of the SpeQators ſhould take it in their wile 
Heads, to ſuppoſe the Author meant them, are 
they guilty of Vanity, or abr” If the Charactet 

| 


be amiable, Vanity alone will claimit ; if it be 0- 
dious, Folly; but in neither Caſe, is the Author 
to blame, but rather Praiſe-worthy, for that he 
hath drawn ſuch exact Pictures of Lite. | 
I' nave thus far been particular on the Subject, 
as I conceived it of no Frall Uſe both to Authors, 
Managers, and the Public. If my Hints are re- 
membered, Authors will be eſteemed for Drawing 
CharaQers from Life ; Managers will be applaud- 
. ed in having them well perſonated ; and the Pub- 
lick will not be ſo ready to put the Fools Cap on 
their own Noddles, when it 1s thrown to them by 
an ingenious Writer, who, ten to one, never faw 
them in his Life. | 
Tre Tragedy was, however, as I have before 
obſerved, acted with great Applauſe, and with 
great Cenſure. Thoſe of the Audience, who had 
a true aftection for their Country, and could not, 
but with equal Grief and Indignation, behold the 
inglorious Chains forging for her, by her own 
treacherous Sons, conſidered the Play, as an ex- 
cellent one at that particular Juncture, and the 
Moral to be drawn from it, extremely applicable 
to the Times. But if they flattered themſelves 
with the Hope, that the Fate of Villainy and Do- 
meſtic Treachery, would deter great Villains and 
Domeſtic Foes, from ſtill purſuing the iniquitous 
Purpoſes, and rouſe up the People, to aſſert their 
Rights and Liberties, they were much miſtaken. 
Ihe firſt, that is, thoſe who could be ſo loſt to e- 
very generous and patriotic Impulſe, as to betray 
thole Liberties they ſhould have guarded, could 
not be turned from their black Purpoſes by the Re- 
preſentation 
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preſentation of a Play: And the latter, that is, 
thoſe who could be ſo mean, as tamely to be robbed 
of thoſe great Charters of Liberty and Freedom, 
beſtowed by Heaven, were not likely to be inſpired 
with the Amor Patrie, when they viewed nothing 
among their higheſt Rulers, but Venality, Bribery, 
and Corruption. 

Tus major Part of the Audience, were, howe- 
ver, ſamething irritated againſt the Villainy of 
their own Senators, when they ſaw its Conſequen- 
ces, pointed out in the Fate of others. And when 
they ſaw exemplified, the well-known Truth, that 
a Domeſtic Enemy is more dangerous than any o- 
ther, and felt they had not a few ſuch, who fat 
at the Helm, their Spirits were in a Ferment, and 


they glowed with Indignation. However, it does 


not appear, that they exerted themſelves in any ex- 
traordinary Manner, in recovering thoſe Privileges, 
of which they had been baſely rebbed ; —they tal- 
ked a little indeed, and made a little Buſtle for a 
Time, and that was all. 

Tus Sentence that called forth the Reſentment 
of the Great Villains againſt the Manager, was 
one, that was thought very applicable to the then 
almoſt univerſal] Corruption of the Senators. It 
was an Imprecation againſt Venality couched in ve- 
ry nervous Words; and ſuch as could not be heard 
by the Great Villains without applying it to them- 
ſelves, nor by the People without feeling, that it 
belonged to their Rt. Mr. D1G6ces 
was the Actor who ſpoke it, and he ſpoke it with 
an Emphaſis that the Sentence demanded, and his 
own Conviction of the Juſtice of the Curſe againſt 
ſuch monſtrous Villainy extorted. It is as follows: 


„ “If, ye Powers divine, 
Le mark the Movements of this nether 3 
bo An | 


„ 
« And _ them to Account; cruſh, cruſh thoſe 


ipers, 


* Who, ſingled out by a Community 


* To guard their Rights, ſhould for a Graſp of 
e, | 
« Or paltry Office, ſell em to the Foe!” 


Tuis unlucky Sentence (unlucky I mean for 
the Manager,) was fo a-propos, and the People 
who had lately received a Graſp of Ore and paltry 
Office, for ſome certain Services rendered to ſome 
certain Perſons, were ſo well known, that it was 
thought the Indignation of the People would have 
led them to the moſt deſperate Courſes. But, (not 


to be too prolix) it touched only the Manager. 


Him it ruined, and in a ſhort Time after he was 
forced to leave the Kingdom, and remove to Lon- 
don, where he engaged at Covent-Garden Theatre. 

Ovx Heroine quitted the Dublin Stage ſome 
Time before the Manager, and on her Arrival in 
London, engaged herſelf with Mr. Ricu, The 
Characters the acted, were all capital ones; and 
the additional Judgment ſhe had acquired fince her 
being in Dublin, rendered her a very valuable Ac- 
quifition to the Manager, and very acceptable to 
the Public. 

Here it was ſhe became acquainted with our 
Britiſh Roscius, Mr. G-xr--«: And, if Fame 
ſays true, the very third Time of her ſeeing him, 
ſhe was ſo much taken with him, and fo much da- 
lighted with his a&ing, that from that Moment, ſhe 
derermined to diſcard all her Lovers, and to regard 
him alone: | 

Hex own Lodging was the Place where ſhe had 
ſuch third Interview with him. Mr. G-RR- x had 
been as much charmed with her Acting on the Stage, 
as ſhe had been with his. He thought her a fine 
Woman, and ſhe thought kim a pretty little = 


% 
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He admired her for her good Senſe ; ſhe regarded 
him for his. He loved her for her Vivacity; ſhe 
honoured him for his Gaiety.— When two People 
of good Senſe and amorous Diſpoſitions meet, Forms 
and Ceremonies are mere Nonſenſe, and Punctilios 
ridiculous. Our Heroine had a curious Collection 
of Pictures in her Bed-chamber, which Roscius 
wanted to ſee. She wondered a little at the Joke, 
but laughed it away. He inſiſted on her ſhewing | 
tkem to him, but ſhe refuſed. The Actor rump- 
led her Handkerchief, but the Actreſs reinſtated 
it. He jumped to catch a Kiſs, but miſſed his 
Aim. Yer, as drowning Men will catch at any 
Twigs to ſave themſelves, ſo Men likely to fall, as 
was our Actor's Caſe, will lay hold of any Thing 
that is in their Way. He caught her by the Neck, 
and almoſt ſmothered her with Kiſſes. His Kiſſes, 
like the genial Sun that Thaws the congealed Ice, 
melted her into good Nature. Her dying Eyes, 
her tender fighs, her heaving Breaſt, her panting | 
Waiſt, her lovely Charms, her claſping Arms, . 
convinced him ſhe was mortal ; which by her won- 
drous Beauty, he had before almoſt doubted. He 
again enferced his Requeſt ; he took her by the 
Hand, and led her into her Room. Love is blind, 
and ſees not the Impediments that ſtand in the Road 
to Bliſs ;—Yet what we term Impediments to Bliſs, . 
often prove the Means of Bliſs. In walking along 
the Room, to view the Power of the Pencil, in Ti- 
T1ANn's Sunſhine, or in RayHaEtL's Figures, they 
ſtumbled over a Bed. Our Heroine fell proſtrate . 
on it; our Actor fell on her, Our Heroine ſtrug- 
gled, our Actor trembled. The coming Joy in- 
vades each Artery and each Fibre, and like mad 
Horſes, makes us furious and trembling for the 
Fight. The Actreſs now ſighed, and the Actor 
grew wild. As the Prieſteſs of the Delphic God 
in uttering her. inſpired Effuſions, aſſumes a Port 
' H more 
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more than mortal; ſo, inſpired by the God of Love 
and fierce Defire, our Ros c ius, who feels what 
he ſo well acts, grows frantic, and in ſpight of all 
Oppoſition, invades the very Theatre of Love. 
The Zone is unguarded ; the AQtreſs finks ; her 


feeble Limbs are relaxed. Panting, dying, ſhe 


ſubmits to the Conqueror; who, wilder than A- 
LEXANDER, when he kills his CL1Tus, plunges in 


Extacy, and ſwims in Seas of Bliſs. And now 
. 7 EW. 1G 
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IT is impoſſible to deſcribe the vaſt Affection our 
Heroine bore the Britiſh Rosc ius. For him ſhe 
diicarded all her Lovers ; for him ſhe banithed all 


the impetuous Deſires of Luſt ; for him ſhe expell- 


ed all ſordid Paſſion for Gold. For him, in the Fit 
of Fondneſs, and amorous Dalliance, when her 
whole Soul was overcharged with Softneſs, and 
languiſhing in Love's ſweet Delirium, ſhe would 
often declare, ſhe would freely die, as for him alone 
ſte wiſhed tolive. | | 
Roscivs ſeemed not leſs enamoured of his Miſ- 
treſs than ſhe of him. His Declaretions of his Eſ- 
teem and Love, were not fewer in Number, nor 
leſs fervent in Quality; nor were his Teſtimonials, 
leſs declarative of his intended Conſtancy, than 
her's. In return for her Proof of Love, in diſcar- 


ding her Lovers, he quitted his Miſtreſſes, and from 


that Hour, fixed his Attention on her alone. | 
| | ExCELLENT 
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\ExceLLexT Perſons! happy Lovers! Loving 
and beloved, they tatted the Delights which Co- 
rio beſtows on his Votaries; and, free from H- 
M x's galling Chains, revelled in Tranſports, un- 
known to thoſe in Bondage ! | 

War a noble Example did our Lovers ſet to 
other Actors and Actreſſes! how faithfully did other 
Actors and Actreſſes, copy ſo noble an Example! 
Nay, how great muſt be the Power of Love, and 
how ſtrong the Force of Example, fince even at 
this Time, the chaſte Sons and Daughters of the 
pure and unviolated Stage, univerfally act, not 
according to that ill- natured Monitor, ſevere Rea- 
ſon, but in obedience to the Dictates of that plea- 
ſant Counſellor, that excellent Guide, uncontroul- 
ed Defire From this time, be the Blaſphemers a- 
gainſt the Stage, mute! Let them not dare to de- 
claim againſt ſo fine a School of Virtue! Let them 
reaſon to Eternity, and quote DRVDENY, Wycurr- 
LEY, ConGREVE, and all the Poets or Authors 
that ever exiſted or ſhall exiſt, this ſingle Inſtance 
ſhall convince me of the Excellency or the Stage, 
(and there is no arguing againſt Facts,) that it muſt 
be laudable, it Kan be uſeful, becauſe it has ſuch 
a prodigions, ſuch an univerſal Effect, in making 
the Manners of its Proſeſſors, ſo remarkably chaſte. 

I SHALL, here relate one Inftance of our Hero- 
ine's Love for Roscius, out of a great many I 
could enumerate were it needful. 

A cxrTain Mercer on Ludgate-Hill, as well 
known for his extreme Foppery and his powdered 
Wig, as for his diſplaying his Picture at full Length 
to the admiring Paſſengers, took it into his Head 

to be in Love with Mrs. WorzringGTon. A Stran- 
ger to Modeſty, he paid his Addreſſes to her with 
' all the conceit of a "bir ation all the Impudence 
of a red-hot Hibernian, yet with the Generofity 


of a freg-born Briton, Underſtanding ſhe was 
| fond 
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the former, and baniſhed the latter from her 
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fond of Riding, he preſented her with a fine white 
Nag, for which he had paid thirty Guineas. By 
Virtue of his Preſent, he made no doubt of ſoon 
being in Poſſeſſion of his Wiſhes.---Our Heroine, 
at once to teſtiſy her Regard to Roscius, and Con- 
tempt of his inſignificant Rival, gave the Nag to 
Pre- 
ſence. 

A rew Wecks after, as Roscrivs was riding to 
his Country-Houſe at Hampton, mounted on the 
aforeſaid Nag, he was met near Richmond, by the 
Mercer, who had taken a Jaunt, by Way of Recre- 
ation after the Fatigues of Buſineſs. They rode 
together for ſome time. when the latter entered in- 
to Diſcourſe with Roscivs, commended the Beau- 
ty of his Nag, praiſed his Grace in walking, and 
after interchanging a few Queſtions, ventured to 
aſk him, if it was his own. Rosctvs anſwered, 
Ves. May I be fo bold as toenquire,” interro- 
gated the Mercer, who you bought it off.” — 
I bought it of no one,” anſwered Rosctivs, 
it is a Preſent that was made me a few Days ago.“ 
— If it would not be impertinent,” faid the Mer- 
cer, „I ſhould take it as a Favour to know who 
„ preſented you with it; for, if I miſtake not, I 
© know the Gentleman whom it once belonged to.“ 
GaRRick replied very indifferently, yet with a ſig- 
nificant Lawn; Why Sir, you muſt know, there 
is a mighty Coxcomical Fellow, a Mercer by 
Trade, that lives on Ludgatg-Hill, whom I dare 
*« fay, you have frequently en, tricked out like 


« 


LS 


one of the painted Babies, that are fold by his 
© Twin-Brother, and Rival in Foppery, at the 
Corner of the next Street. This curious Beau- 
*« Fop, urged and moved by the Inſtigation of his 
*% wicked Paſlions, and prompted by his exceſſive 
Vanity, reſolved to pay his Addreſſes to an Ac- 
„ treſa. He accordingly”'—* May beg to roo 

| * WhO 
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©« who the AQreſs was, Sir ?''———— It was Mrs. 
«© WorrinGron. The Beau, hearing ſhe was 
fond of Riding, preſented her with this Nags 
© and with an Aſſurance, equalled only by his O- 
0 piniatrety, aſked for a Favour in Return. The 
« Actreſs, wondering that a Man fo fond of him- 
« felf, could place his Affection on any other Ob- 
“ je, rallied him with a Spirit and Gaiety the 
«« poor Mercer could ſcarce ſupport. He now 
„ wiſhed his Nag had been at the D———1, be- 
„ fore he had preſented her with it; but having 
been told by ſome one or other, that Women 
<« ſometimes ſay Nay, when they wiſh to ſay Yes ; 
and that nothing is ſo pardonable, or rather lau« 
% dable, in a Man, as to force Favours; our Fop 
« gently ſqueezed his Miftreſs's Hand, and faintly 
«© preſſed her to his Arms. The Lady unuſed to 
„be ſo tenderly treated, took him by the Shoul- 
der, led him to the Door, and begged as 4 Fa- 
*« your he would ſhew his Face there no more. The 
„ Beau kept his Word; and the Lady now tri- 
„ umphs in his Misfortune, and amuſes herſelf 
with calculating how many Ogles, how many 
Simpers, how many Bows, and how many Crin- 
ges, the Mercer muſt make before he can gain 
the net Profits of ſo unſucceſsful an Amour. 
believe I have tired your Patience,” conti- 
nued Rosctus, “ in relating this Story of ſo ſim- 
ple a Lover..—To complete his Mis fortune, 
„the Actreſs tells all her Acquaintance, who are 
* not a few, of this marvelous Love-Scene ; and 
both Parties being well known in the World, 
the one for her excellent acting, and the other 
for his extreme Coxcombry, the Story having 
Life given to it, by the Notoriety of the Per- 
ſonages, affords no little Pleaſure to all that 
hear it, | 
1 „% Tcome 
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* 1 comr. now, Sir, to relate my own Part in 
© this Story. The firſt Tĩme I faw this Nag, hap- 
* pening te commend it, I aſked Mrs. Wor- 
* FINGTON how long ſhe had it, and who ſhe 
* bought it off, She 5 it was a Preſent 


from the famous Fop-Mercer en Ludgate-Hill, 


and at once to ſhew her Contempt of him, and 
* 123 for me, would make me a preſent of it. 
« I thankfully accepted it, and ſince that Time 
have conſtantly rode him in all the little Journies 


© I take. Pray, Sir, do you know that conceited, 


arrogant, foppiſh, coxcomical Petit-Maitre, on 
% Ludgate-Hill ?”——©* I have ſeen him,” replied 
* he, © and1 think your Deſcription of him is 
«« juſt.” —They then parted, Rosc1us riding to 
Hampton, and the Mercer going into an Inn at 
Richmond. 

A CELEBRATED French Writer ſays, it is very 
grating for a Man to commend himſelf ; but how 
much more fo is it for a Man to cenſure himſelf, 
as was the Mercer's Caſe in pronouncing the laft 


Words !-—This laſt Story is now as well known as 


the firſt that gave Birth to it. 

Ovx Heroine, whom we muſt now ſpeak of in 
her theatrical Capacity, increaſed daily in the good 
Opinion of the Public. *The Poets conſecrated 
Multitude ef Verſes at her Shrine; and the beſt 
Proſe-Writers of the Age diſplayed her Excellence 
in Acting. It would be impoſſible to copy the one 
in ſo confined a work as the preſent, and needleſs 
to refer to the other, ſince there is ſcarce a thea- 
trical Treatiſe wrote, wherein Mrs. WorrinGToON 
is not ſpoken of, and wherein ſhe is not celebrated. 

Bur, though it be well known, I will not omit 
one Song that was written on her by our Roscius. 
It muſt be obſerved, he had wrote a Copy of Ver- 
ſes on her, which ſhe had received as a Proof of 
his Love; and their mutual Affection rather increa- 


ing 
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| fing than diminiſhing, his Muſe now produced this 
ſecond. 


Lovely Peggy: A Sons. 


| Once more I'll tune the vocal Shell, 
To Hills and Dales my Paſſian tell, 
A Flame which Time can never quell, 


| That burns for thee, my Peggy. 


Ye greater Bards the Lyre ſbould hit, 

For ſay, what Subject is more fit, 

Than to record the ſparkling wit, 
And bloom of lovely Peggy. 


7 The Sun when rifing in the Morn, 
4 That paints the Dew-heſpangled Thorn, - 
Does not ſo much the Day * na 
As does my lovely Peggy. 


And when in Thetis' Lap to reſt, 

He flreaks with Gold the ruddy Weſt, 

She's not ſo beauteous, as undreſt, 
Appears my lovely Peggy. 


* 18 When Zephyr on the Violet blows, 

4 Or breathes upon the Damaſk Roſe, 
It does not half the Sweets diſcloſe, 

As does my lovely Peggy. 


Tfole a Kiſs the other Day, 
And (truſt me) nought but Truth ] ſay, 
| | The Fragrance of the bloeming May, 
4 Is not ſo ſaveet as Peggy. 
1 ers ſbe array'd in ruſtic Weed, 
3 With her the bleating Flocks Id feed, 
" And pipe upon the oaten Reed, | 
*. To pleaſe my =P Peggy. 
| 2 
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With her a Cottage would delight, 

Alls happy when ſhe's in ay Sight, 

But when ſhe's gone tis endleſs Nigbt, 
All"; dark without my Peggy. 


While Bees from Flower to Flower do rove, 
And Linnets warble through the Grove, 
Or flately Swans the Water love, 

So long ſhall I lowe Peggy. 


And, when Death, with his pointed Dart, 
Shall ſtrite the Blow that rives my Heart, 
My Words ſhall be when I depart, 

Adieu my lovely Peggy. 


Bur as all human Affairs are tranſitory and fad- 
ing, ſo our moſt violent Attachments are not per- 

tual, That between our Heroine and Rosc1vs 
was broken by his Marriage, and ſhe then had Lei- 
ſure to enter into new Engagements. 

No one need be told that ſhe loſt no Time. 
Prccy was ever for turning the Penny, and fol- 
lowing her Vocation. But though Truth muſt 
allow her Commerce was as great as that of any 
Woman that ever lived; yet it may be aſſerted, 
that Money alone was not ſufficient to purchaſe her 
Favours, and never could gain her AﬀeCtions. _ 

A youxs Gentleman, who had ſpent his whole 
Fortune to the laſt twenty Guineas, bein- of an 
amorous Diſpoſition, and hearing that was tie Price 
of our Heroine's Favours, came fo ber Houſe, 
and chearfully paid the Sum. In the Morning, 
Raptures and Extacies were paſt, and Remorſe and 
Anguiſh ſucceeded. The Cloud that hung on his 
Brow, our Heroine's Smiles endeavoured to diſ- 
perſe, but were unable. She had been pleaſed 
with the Gentleman, and was therefore inquifitive 
into the Change of his Temper, He frankly * 
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her the Cauſe, and added, he was ruined by part- 
ing with his laſt Sum. Our Heroine bid him not 
deſpair, for ſhe would not only repay him his Twen- 
ty Guineas, but would add ſomething to them. 
Words like theſe infuſed new Courage iato the 
vigorous Swain, and he ſhewed his Senſibility of 
our Heroine's Generoſity, not by returning her i- 
dle Thanks, but by giving her more ſubſtantia} 
Proofs——In a Word, Prod was lo highly plea- 
ſed with the Gentleman's Performance, that ſhe 
gave him Fiſty Guineas. 

Her Fortune and her Power now increaſed. 
Her Connections with ſome rich Men, added to 
the former, and her Affairs of Gallantry with ſome 
Men of Rank augmented the latter. Now it was 
ſhe performed her Promiſe to Frank AnDErS0ON. 


The P v ſhip of 1.— C „in 
D n, becoming vacant, ſhe applied to the 
3 , and 


Dukes of: 


„an 
—; and fo earneſtly ſollicited them, 


not with the faint Rhetoric of a lukewarm Advo- 


cate, but with the reſiſtleſs Importunity of a ſincere 
Friend, that they could not refuſe fo fair a Petition- 
er. Frank was therefore ſoon after appointed 
P ſt; and, warmed with a Spirit of Gra- 
titude, declared, that, in Return for ſo great a 
Favour, he would, armed at all Points, commence 
her Knight-Errant, and challenge all the World, 
to point out a ſingle Defe& in her Conduct, 
in having him made P | I ſuppoſe he meant. 

_ A CounTxy Gentleman of Fortune having heard 


much of the Excellency of Mrs. WorrincTon's 


Playing, an coming to Town, went to the Thea- 
tre, when ſhe was to perform the Character of La- 
dy Townly. His Expectations had been prodigiouſ- 
ly raiſed, by the extravagant Encomiums which 
had been given her; and he imagined, while at 
the Play-kouſe, and before the Curtain was Ys 

that, 
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14 that, as is cuſtomary on ſimiliar Occaſions, they 4 
Fi would not be anſwered. He fat, however, with 1 
1 great Impatience, till the Play begun, expecting 7 
1 every Moment, our Heroine's Appearance. 9 
| Ar length ſhe diſplayed herſelf; but her Pro- 4 
1 | priety of Action, and Gracefulneſs of Elocution, 1 
| {| either being extremely judicious, and both united, F 
A5 the beſt Comment on the Author, ſo much beggar- 4 
1 ed the Deſeription which had been given of her, 1 
g | that the Gentleman was ſurprized ws enchanted. N 
ih Trouvcn a Country 'Squire, of all Entertain- 3 
i ments he had ever preferred a Play, and of all 18 
i Plays he had ever ſeen, he had never been ſo much 1 
it pleaſed as at this. While it continued, he was per- f. 

| tectly happy; as he was determined, as ſoon as it i 
was over, he would wait on our Heroine, and en- 1 


deavour to enjoy the pleaſure of her Company. 
He had been before told of her frank Diſpoſiti- 
on, and of her reſembling a certain Church, who 
never refuſes the Petitions of thoſe who entreat 5 
Favours with a full Hand. The Play being finiſh- K 
ed, he waited on our Heroine at her Houle, who 
was that Inſtant arrived there from the Theatre; 
and being a Man of a liberal Spirit, he threw the 
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Wages of Love in her Lap, and unlike thoſe whi- * 
ning, deſpairing Fools, who kneel and ſigh at their '% 
Miſtrefſes Feet, prepared immediately for the ſweet 
Encounter, | 


4 Our Heroine checked the Yoagy of the Squire 
l by a Frown, and appeared much diſpleaſed at the 
1 Liberties he took. e Youth now hung down his 5 
Head, and ſeemed confounded. Already had he 3 


framed an Apology for his Rudeneſs, and was be- 
ginning to round his firſt Period ; already had be 
taken up the Purſe, which had been the Cauſe of 
his offending, by inſpiring him with boldneſs, as he 
imagined that the Gold Supplicants it contained, 
would purchaſe Abſolution z and already had the 

. weighty 
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weighty Yellow-Boys chinked, being juſt on the 
Verge of his Pocket, whea the glorious Sound 
relched our Heroine's Ears. She now caſt a gra- 


cious Smile on the Squire, which, like an electric 


Stroke, inſtantaneouſly arreſted the Youth's Arm, 
and redeemed the Purſe from its deſtined Priſon. 
He now again threw it in her Lap, and himſelf at 
her Feet, entreating her Regard, Our Heroine 
raiſed him from his humble Poſture, and vouch- 
ſafed him ſmiles full of ineffable Joy and Sweetneſs. 
She did more. She threw herſelf backward on a 
Sofa that ſtood behind her; and ſtretching her 
lovely Limbs, and placing them in a Poſition, as 
would have recalled Jove himſelf from his DANAE, 
to a much more amiable Object, ſo rouſed the Paſ- 
fions of the vigorous Swain, that, loſt in Tranſ- 
port, a thick Miſt o'erſpread his Eyes, and cauſed 
ſuch aDizzineſs in his Head, that, doubtleſs, un- 
knowing what he did, he flung himſelf on her, 
claſped her to his glowing Breall, and glued his 


Lips ſo cloſe to hers, © as if he would have tore 


up Kiſſes by the Roots.” 5 
Love's Battle now began. Venus and Cur ip 
animated the Breaſts of both Conibatants, and 


taught them to hope for Victory. The Youth now 


$0 ©0060 © © © our Heroine parried 
9 © & 8 Tranſports © © ©0 0 © © 
S000 © Flames, O © 0 0 & ©, 
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wle eaßy Death. © O G O e e 0 © & 


8 © came to Life again, © © © © © 


again they plunge © © s 0 vo © © © 
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© © © & © Nymph was the Conqueror. 


A $sHoxkT Time after, dur Heroine went to 
Bath, the peculiar Spot of Gallantry, and Reſi- 
dence of Love himſelf. There, ſhe hoped, ſhe 
ſhould be able to acquire ſome Gallant, that would 
be rich enough, to make ſome Settlement on her, 
and generous — to do it. Hitherto, ſhe had 
only precarious Tributes arifing from the diſpenſing 
of her Favours; but aaving now gone through the 
whole Round of Gallantry, and exhauſted all 
Love's Myſteries with her ſeveral Adorers, ſhe was 
fo tired with ſo unhappy a State, that ſhe reſolved 
to quit it, and live honeſt when Fortune ſhould put 
it in her Power. 

On her Arrival at Bath, ſhe was admired by e- 
very one, but Colonel ſeemed particularly 
fond of her. He paid his Addreſſes to her in Form, 
and propoſed a Settlement beyond our Heroine's 
moſt fanguine Hopes.—The Lover was accepted, 
and the Settlement not cavilled at, or refuſed. 

Bur before the finiſhing Stroke was put to this 
Treaty, a Gentleman of immenſe Fortune, and un- 
_ doubted Courage, envying the Colonel's approach- 
ing Felicity, endeavoured to break the Engaye- 
ment. He viſited our Heroine, and. offered his 
ſervices. The Colonel happened to be at Pz6- 
cy's Lodgings, on one of his Viſits there, and 
was not a little uneaſy, at the aſſured Airs which 
he aſſumed, _ the B he took, wa the 
Lady. Being of an open Temper, he e his 
Seofe of is Conduet. The Gentleman Feſen * 
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his Impertinence, «s he termed it, and inſiſted on 
an equal Right of being there with the Colonel. 
High Words aroſe, but continued not long. Where 
Men of known Courage meet, and are ſo unfortu- 
nate to quarrel, Words never decide it. In 
ſhort, the Gentleman went out of the Room, and 
defired the Colonel to follow him.—They walked 
on to an adjacent Field, when they drew, they 
fought, and the Colonel ran his Antagonift thro' 
8 | 
Tus viRorious Colonel flew to the Arms of his 
Miſtreſs, told her what had happened, and in a 
few Hours aſter, they ſet off in a Poſt-Chaile for 
London, where the Settlement being made and ex- 
ecuted, the Colonel took Poſſeſſion of his Charmer. 

Trey lived together very happily ſome Years, 
and appeared mutually pleaſed with each other. 
The Colonel then dying, the celebrated Mr. C 
offered his Service, and making her a very conſider- 
able ſettlement, was accepted, 

W1TH this Gentleman ſhe lived very unhappily, 
He was of fo capricious a "Temper, he was never 
pleaſed, and he was fo choleric, that, like Tinder, 
the leaſt ſpark ſet him in a Flame. Prad had 
frequently experienced his ill humour, and but for 
the Settlement he had made her, would have in- 
ſtantly quitted him. Inceſſant ill uſage, however, 
effected what a mere Guſt of Paſſion, or tranſitory 
Reſentment could not; and one time in pazticular, 
having given Vent to the mighty Paſſion with 
which he was ready to burſt, the left him with a 
Reſolution of never ſeeing him again. \ 
A cgRTain noble Gameſter after this took hex 
in Keeping, but he being frequently taken in by the 
Knowing Ones of the "Turf and the Table, and. 
unable to maintain her in that Affluence and Gran- 


deur ſhe defited, ſhe bid him Farewel, and threw _ 


herfelf into the Arms of the well-known Mucius. 
C2 | Mucivus 


* 
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Myvc tus is a Man known toall, but his Charac- 
ter to very few. This Gentleman is frequently 
ſeen ambling along the Mall, leaning with his right 
Arm on a Player, and his left on a W . Mvuci- 
Us can tell exactly the State of Theatrical Affairs, 
but, though honoured with a Seat in the ——, 
is an entire Stranger to thoſe of his Country. Mu- 
C1Us hears with unconcern, the Tale of Thouſands 
of his Countrymen ſcalped by the Indians, but 1s 
to the laſt degree affected at the News, that Mix- 
GOTTL or MaTTE1 have got a Cold. The Pye- 
Balls which often have drawn Nobles, and even 
the ——= himſelf to the Senate-Houſe, are now 
e e in drawing Muctus to Brothels, or the 
Buffoon of Muctus, to Pimps and Paraſites. 

Tr1s Gentleman ſhe had at firſt a great Affecti- 
on for; but after ſhe had looked into the Cabinet 
of his Breaſt, and ſaw, that not one worthy Princi- 
ple, one ſpark of Honour reſided there ; fhe ſcorn- 


ed the beautiful Outſide, and lamented that no 


ſewel ſhould be encloſed in fo rich a Caſket. 

Our Heroine lived not long with this Gallant. 
She left him, and furniſhed herſelf a Houſe in a 
handſome and elegant, yet plain and decent manner. 


Some ſerious Thoughts now began to ariſe in her, 


and having ſoon after accidentally heard a Sermon 
on the Inſtability of all human Enjoyments, by his 
prefent Grace of Canter bury, ſhe was quite ftruck 
with Remorſe, and penetrated by Sorrow, for her 
i/l-ſpent Life. From this Time the reſolved to be- 
come a new Creature, and faithfully diſcharge the 
ſeveral Duties incumbent on her, both as a good 
Chriſtian, and a uſeful Member of Society. 


THe more ſhe reflected on her Deſign, the more 


ſhe was confirmed in it, and ſoon after, ſhe with- 
drew from the Stage, to the great Regret of all the 


Lovers of the Theatre. 
| SHE 
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dur now diſcarded all her Lovers; refuſed the 
Company of thoſe ſhe had formerly delighted in; 
conſtantly attended divine Service; and would aſ- 
ſociate with none, but ſuch whoſe Virtues were 
exemplary, and whoſe Conduct irreproachable. 
Tnosk Seeds of Goodneſs, whick were natural- 
ly inherent in her Conſtitution, but whoſe Growth 
had hitherto been checked by her libidinous Lite, 
now grew to Maturity, diſplayed their fair Bloſ- 
ſoms, and bleſſed all thoſe who needed their ſweet 


Influence. 
Hex Mother, indeed, ſhe had conſtantly allow- 


ed Twenty Pounds per Annum; but now ſhe aug- 


mented it to Thirty; on which Sum ſhe might have 
lived with Decency and Eaſe, if not in Pleaty and 
Grandeur, had ſhe poſſeſſed the fame Prudence at 
Seventy-Eight, ſhe did at Twenty- Seven, the laſt 
being her Age at the Commencement of this true 
Hiſtory: But, ſorry am I to ſay, the drinks 
WHISKEY. This is ſaying enough; and I need 
not add, that it has the ſame pernicious Influence 
on her Conduct, it has on all thoſe, who ſwallow 
that deſtructive, that liquid Fire. 

WIuiLE I am mentioning our Heroine's Good- 
neſs to an aged Mother, I muſt not forget her At- 
ſection for a beauteous and a virtuous Siſter. Her, 
our Heroine took Care of while very young ; at a 
proper Age ſent her to France, to complete her E- 
ducation ; and, by introducing her, on her Return 
from thence into genteel Company, rendered her 
a perfect fine Lady, in the true Senſe of the Words, 
and ſoon after ſaw her Married to a Man of Rank 
and Fortune. 

Oux Heroine was now perfectly happy. She 
had expiated a miſpent Life by a ſincere Repen- 
tance 3 took Delight in wiping away the Tears 
irom the Eyes of the Afflicted; and, in every Re- 
ſpect, 


* . 


L 60] 
ſpect, aQted as a Perſon, whoſe Views were not 1 
confined to this World, but extended to the next. | 
Tux Profeſſion of an Actreſs ſhe no longer con- 
ſidered in a pleaſing View; nor did ſhe longer ro- | 
gard the Stage, as its fond Admirers term it, 
a School of Virtue. While the firſt, lived more 


like the Common Daughters of Proftitution, than 
thoſe who were to ſhew the World, they lived in 


the Schoolof Virtue ; and while ſhe ſaw the melan- 


choly Effects, the latter had in corrupting the Mo- 
rals, inſtead of mending them; however 1ntereſted 
Poets, Managers, or their Journeymen, might 
boaſt of its Utility, ſhe regarded not their mere 
empty Words, againſt evident Proofs. | 


xs a Word, this excellent Woman (now really 


fo, ſince ſhe acted like a Chriftian) lived happy, 


eaſy, independant ; a ſupport to her Mother, 4 


Joy to her Siſter, and a Comfort to her Friends. 


But on the 28th of March, 1960, having for a 
few Days before, ſuffered the Attacks of a violent 
Fever, with a perfect Reſignation, ſhe reſigned 
her Spirit into the Hands of that gracious G 
that gave it. IT 721 [ 
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